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w From Rebirth to Reunion 


We 


The experieriss ‘Sf the last fifty years 
ronan ree that a united church in 
América, including most of the denomina- 
tions which now constitute the National 
Council, and some others as well, is really 
possible. If a half-century ago, anyone had 
been bold enough to predict that within the 
lifetime of living men there would be an 
ecumenical movement such as we see today, 
he would have been called a visionary. Yet 
here it is, burgeoning with vigorous life, 
and, in the sober judgment of a historian 
like Kenneth S. Latourette, affording prom- 
ise of being as significant for the future as 
was the Reformation of the 16th century. 
In the light of what has happened in the 
last fifty years, we need not expect the next 
fifty years to be limited to what we can now 
forecast. There is no reason why the church- 
es, if they keep moving steadily forward, 
may not reach a goal that lies far beyond 
our present ken. 

The emergence of the World Council 
means that at last there is a Christian com- 
munity within which the churches mu- 
tually recognize each other as churches. 
Some of them may regard others as deficient 
in certain respects, but their continuing 
participation in the Council testifies to the 
actual existence of a unity at a deeper level 
than any or all of their differences. As the 
implications of this unprecedented develop- 
ment become more clearly perceived and as 
the imagination of Christian people gener- 
ally glimpses the vision of new possibilities, 


who can set limits to what they may hear 
the Holy Spirit saying to the churches? 

A primary condition of achieving a new 
unity is a deeper sensitivity to the “pilgrim” 
nature of the church. A church which feels 
that it has “arrived” and is always looking 
back tends to accumulate a heavy load of 
institutional luggage. ... 

We must all admit that as of today we 
are not spiritually prepared for “one great 
church.” Before there can be meaningful 
union in the organizational realm, there are 
prior conditions that we must meet in the 
realm of the Spirit. We must learn to love 
not only other Christians, but also the 
churches of other Christians—a much more 
difficult thing. Not until Presbyterians like 
myself have really come to appreciate the 
Christian insights and cherish the Christian 
witness of Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Baptist, and still other churches, will cor- 
porate union with them have any creative 
significance. ... 


We must be more aware that unity in the 
church depends upon a deepened sense of 
mission to the world. Churches that are 
self-centered in their interests and concerned 
with their institutional prestige will never 
make a great advance toward unity. If we 
are to have a church united we must have 
a church reborn. 


—SAMUEL McCrea CavertT in On the 
Road to Christian Unity, just published by 
Harper & Brothers, New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Congregational Program Is Reported 





Bomb Shelters 

A number of Americans have declared 
that they are not interested in surviving 
radio active fallout because life would be 
too hard without our present luxurious 
standard of living. 

From the highest of motives, Dr. Bar- 
ron, in his article, “Should Christians be 
3uilding Bomb Shelters Today?” has 
come to the same practical conclusion; 
i.e., no attempt to survive by means of 
fallout shelters. ... (OUTLOOK, Oct. 16) 


So long as there is the possibility of 
war, and remember that half of the re- 
sponsibility (more than 90%) rests not 


upon us but upon the Communists, so 
long as there is this possibility, then I 
am under the conviction that it is the 


duty of the church to encourage the peo- 
ple of the church to take necessary steps 
to survive fallout radiation in order to 
rebuild a more Christian world, no matter 
what the hardships. 

I agree that we must trust in God and 
work for peace, but I see no contradiction 
in working and praying for peace and at 
the same time preparing for survival in 
ease of war. We trust in God, pray to 
him, try to be obedient to Christ and pro- 
tect ourselves from other dangers. Why 
reverse this procedure in the face of 
nuclear dangers? 

In this congregation we have organized 
special prayer meetings to pray for our 
President, for other nations and their 
leaders, beseeching God on behalf of a just 


peace. We are organizing prayer groups 
for twenty-four-hour continuous prayer 
sessions in case of special emergencies. 


At the same time we are conducting class- 
es in survival techniques for our own 
families and for others who are our neigh- 
bors. We are stressing the fact that we 
are our “brother’s keeper” in the matter 
of survival. It is a grand thing to have 
world concern; but world concern is so 
large it can become meaningless unless it 
is put into practice in the community in 
which we live. 

Early Christians were not ashamed to 
pray and work for peace and at the same 
time take refuge in the catacombs, pre- 
serving their lives, the Bible, theological 
writings and their culture. 

Dr. Barron in advocating 
tion suggests that “a positive Christian 
witness” would be to take money not 
spent on fallout shelters and contribute 
it “to some agency that is working for 
the relief of human need on a world wide 
basis.” Instead, why not take money not 
spent in buying a new automobile and 
contribute it, After all, the contribution 
would amount to a thousand or two thou- 
sand dollars more. Or why not not buy a 
color television for approximately half the 
cost of a shelter and contribute that, 

Now lets not be silly in this matter. In 
the Christian meaning of the word “re- 
demption,” we cannot die “our death in 
a way that is redemptive,” neither by 
means of fallout radiation nor on a cross. 
We cannot redeem ourselves nor others, 
we can only accept the redemption offered 
to us in the redemptive death of Christ. 

In case of a fallout alert in Chapel Hill, 
N. C., I do not believe Dr. Barron would 
decline an invitation by a _ foresighted 
neighbor for Dr. Barron and his family to 
join him in his fallout shelter. No man 
is going to ask his wife and children to 


positive ac- 
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suffer the agonies of fallout radiation 
when there is an available shelter. And 
therein lies the real issue. 


CHARLES A. SHELDON. 
Greystone Church, Oklahoma City. 


Whose Rights? 


The letter by Beth Susan Ingber in the 
October 9 issue is significant. It expresses 
an attitude that is very common not only 
among sixteen year olds, but many adults, 
It throws the responsibility of the future 
upon somebody else. It demands a solu- 
tion for our needs and delivery from our 
fears from “the people who hold my fate 
to tell me. . ‘ 

The emphasis is upon 
the right to grow up” etc., ete. 

Rights from whom? Who holds any- 
body’s fate in their hands? President Ken- 
nedy included a lot of people when he 
spoke of “not how much I can get from 
my country. ” Such demands for 
“rights” and “tell me” are too typical. 

Who has such rights? 


“TI” and “I have 


’ 


STEWART T. ROBERTSON. 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Centennial Hymn 

In the October 9 issue of THE Prespy- 
rERIAN Outlook I found a sermon on “A 
Centennial Lamentation” with a challenge 
so moving that I was led to write a hymn 
to meet it. I thought it might interest 
you. It is dedicated to Dr. Charles Richard 
Slider. 

“Let Us Arise in Christ Unite” 
The hymn may be sung to the tune 
WALTHAM: number 506 in The Hymn- 
book, and number 384 in The Presbyterian 
Hymnal. 
The sermon by Dr, Slider portrays the 
great living faith and spirit of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. The message reaches 
across the centuries to the founding 
fathers. And more, it gives us a vision of 
our task to the world. Indeed, the sermon 
is healing with divine power, and faith 
and love and living hope. It will cheer 
Presbyterians everywhere. 
Of course, I am grateful to you for 
publishing my hymn, “God bless the men 
who stand to preach” (Oct. 2). 
WADE ALEXANDER MANSUR, 
Member of Omaha 
Presbytery. 

Omaha, Neb. 


LET US ARISE IN CHRIST UNITE 


Meter: L.M. Tune: Waltham 
8.8.8.8, J. Baptiste Calkin 
By Wade Alexander Mansur 


A CENTENNIAL HYMN, 1961 
Dedicated to 
Charles Richard Slider 
Pastor, Lakeside Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Richmond, Va. 


1. Let us arise in Christ unite, 
And serve the Lord with Spirit’s might; 
And o’er the world to own his name, 
The whole wide world for him to 
claim. 
2. Let us rejoice to sing our song, 
That we to God the Lord belong; 
With all who trust our voices raise, 
And lift our hearts with joyful 
praise. 
3. Let us declare the fathers’ faith, 


That has prevailed o’er toil and death; 
And spread the word of God abroad, 
To tell of him our Father God. 
4. Let us uphold the Savior’s cross, 
Of Christ who came to save from loss: 
For he who died on Calvary, 
Arose from death from sin to free. 
5, Let us abide through gospel life, 
With courage stand o’er evil strife; 
With faith and love to serve our age, 
To save and keep our heritage. 
6. Let us unite in Christ the Lord, 
In fellowship to pray his word; 
And work and pray, “Thy kingdom 
come,” 
In every land and every home. 


Query 


From 


99\. 
oo): 


the RNS story (OUTLOOK, Oct, 


Complaint Is Filed 

During the sessions 18 members of New 
Brunswick Presbytery filed a complaint 
with the synod objecting to the presby- 
tery’s enrollment as a member of John 
Harwood Hick, professor of Christian phi- 


losophy at Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. 
The complaint, referred for study to 


the synod’s permanent judicial commis- 
sion, charged that Dr. Hick, a Presbyte 
rian clergyman, publicly has declared that 
“while he did not deny, he did not affirm 
his belief in the doctrine of the Virgin 
3irth of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Will St. Paul be next to be so charged? 
JoHN H. GALBREATH. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


THE PICTURES 
ON THE WALL 
By HARRISON RAY ANDERSON 


In late years our church has led the 
way in finer printing and _ publishing. 
Consecrated plans have also resulted in 
places of worship in which we no longer 
worship the Lord in the ugliness of holi- 
We lag far behind, however, in 
worthy pictures for our homes. What a 
pitful display are the pictures around 
many churches and manses and homes! 


ness. 


Why are the publishing houses so in- 
sensitive to this need and opportunity? 
For years I have watched them turn out 
the finest of printing and offer some of 
the poorest of pictures. They do not seem 
convinced that one picture is worth a 
thousand words. There are great pictures 
to be had and I would hope that at last 
someone would take it upon himself to 
see that some of these pictures are made 
available at reasonable prices. 

For years I searched for a suitable 
portrait of Jesus and did not find it. 
Then one day my then associate, Allan 
Zaun, hung Munkacsy’s picture in our 
manse. I wanted to kneel. This portrait 
of Jesus has been lifted out of Mun- 
kacsy’s “Christ Before Pilate’ which 
John Wanamaker’s displays during Lent. 

Why not make great art as well as 
good writing available? 


Telephone 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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| NEWS ROUND-UP 





e Four METHopIsT missionaries from 
the USA, arrested in Angola, have been 
brought to Lisbon, Portugal, to stand 
trial on charges of “conniving with 
groups of terrorists.” e Ir Is ESTI- 
waTED that 10,000 refugees have fled 
into the Congo and Uganda and that 
40,000 more are hiding in the interior 
of Ruanda as a result of fighting between 
the Watutsi warriors and their former 
serfs, the Bahutu, as Ruanda-Urundi in 
Central Africa struggles into independ- 
e IN OKLAHOMA City, Dis- 
trict Judge Robert Hert has ordered a 
permanent injunction against the Mid- 
west City School Board, ending a five- 
year practice of providing school bus 
transportation to pupils of the St. Philip 
Neri Catholic School. . .. @ A BLISTER- 
ING ATTACK upon Albert Luthuli (Ovr- 
Look, Nov. 6) has been made by the 
South African Broadcasting Corp. The 
radio broadcast lashed the Zulu chieftain 
and Nobel prize winner for his associa- 
tion (he is president) with the African 
National Congress, now banned in South 
Africa... . @ THE “WONDERFULLY MopD- 
ERATE, sane leadership” of Chief Albert 
Luthuli, first African winner of the No- 
I for Peace, was cited as the 


ence. . 


bel Prize 
Capetown Anglican Diocese adopted a 
resolution expressing its pleasures that 
the honor had been given to the native 
Christian leader. e IN CAPETOWN, 
South Arrica, the Dutch Reformed 
Church of the Cape Province rejected at 
its Svnod, by a large majority, the find- 
ings of a World Council of Churches- 
sponsored conference critical of racial 
policies in South Africa. e LIQguor 
AND MEALS will continue to be served to 
U.S. airline coach passengers. The elim- 
ination of food and liquor had been pro- 
posed by domestic carriers as a method 
of reducing expenses in handling coach 
traffic, but the smaller lines refused to 
ratify the pact, since “extra services” 
constitute their chief competition against 
the major companies. . e THE Asso- 
CIATION on American Indian Affairs has 
urged the Interior Department to revoke 
the license of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission to use land claimed by Alaskan 
Eskimos for nuclear testing and research. 
.@ W. J. Harper McKnIcHr, asso- 
ciate general secretary of the UPUSA 
General Council, is serving as chief ad- 
ministrative officer following the resig- 
nation of Glenn W. Moore Nov. 1. 


Instead of a Shelter 


Chapel Hill Group 
Urges UN Gifts 


CHAPEL HILL, N.C. (RNsS)—Citizens 
everywhere are being urged by a church 
group here to give a sum “equal to the 
cost of a family fallout shelter” to the 
United Nations, since “the only hope for 
survival is an orderly government on a 
world scale.”’ 

The plan was formed by a group of 
ministers and laymen of various denom- 
inations after a series of meetings at the 
Friends Meeting House here. Twenty- 
six persons who signed the original doc- 
ument have each pledged to give the 
U.N. a sum equal to the cost of a fallout 
shelter. 

Copies of a statement prepared by the 
group are being distributed here at the 
Presbyterian and Community churches 
and at the YMCA. 

The group says Civil Defense plan- 
ning for fallout shelters “is producing 
a sense of false security” in that people 
feel they can be protected from nuclear 
war. “Our alternative to fallout shelters 
is a renewed effort to strengthen the U.N. 
and all other agencies that seek to main- 
tain law and order without geographic 
boundaries.” 

In recommending that citizens every- 
where contribute “fallout shelter funds” 
to the U.N., the group asked that each 
person share his concern for peace with 
religious and civic groups . . . as well as 
with the President of the United States 
and other officials.” 


McKay in Cincinnati 

CINCINNATI, OHIO (RNS)—The pres- 
ident of Chicago’s McCormick Theologi- 
cal Seminary, addressing a Reformation 
rally here, warned Christians against 
leaving important issues to “unscrupulous 
men” by default. 

Speaking on the theme: “Jesus Christ 
—the Light of the World,” Arthur R. 
McKay declared: 

“We are not only called to proclaim 
that Jesus Christ is the Light of the 
World. We are called by our Lord him- 
self to be the light of the world ourselves. 

“As a direct result of our failure to 
carry the light of Christ into all the dark 
places in our contemporary world, civil 
affairs have often passed by default into 
the hands of unscrupulous men. Yet how 
great a force for reform aroused servants 
of the Lord of Light could be in all the 
communities where they live, work, study 
and play.” 


The 16th annual Festival of Faith, 


Bonnell Cites Gains in 
Reformation Day Sermon 


New York (rNs)—Increasing cordial 
relations between Protestants and Ro- 
man Catholics as manifested in the dia- 
logue movement in this country were 
stressed in services here marking the 16th 
century Reformation. 

John S. Bonnell of Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church said that the change 
in attitude from “long-range accusations, 
angry disputations and name-calling” has 
been due ‘in no small measure to the 
image which has been created by Pope 


John XNITITI.” 


“Protestants have come to regard him 
as a humble, very human and a deeply 
dedicated churchman,” he said. “Never 
before in this century,” he observed, 
“have Catholic and Protestant leaders 
communicated with each other in such a 
spirit of frankness and goodwill as at 
present.” 

Dr. Bonnell also pointed out that in- 
tercreedal discussions have been _pro- 
moted “by the pressure of world hap- 
penings.” He cited the “corroding in- 
fluences of secularism and materialism 
which have permeated Western civiliza- 
tion.” 

“More than anything else, however,” 
he added, “the world-wide menace of 
Marxism, which is the foe of all religion, 
has compelled those who believe in God 
to turn their thought to the closing of 
their ranks.” 


Wedel in Minneapolis 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—Laud- 
ing the Roman Catholic Church for its 
unity, a prominent Episcopal clergyman 
cited it as an example for Protestants to 
follow, in an address to a Reformation 
Day rally here. 

At the same time Theodore O. Wedel, 
honorary canon of Washington Cathe- 
dral, said the Catholic Church may be an 
instrument through which God is pass- 
ing judgment on Protestants for their 
disunity. 

“As the churches of the Reformation 
once spoke words of judgment upon the 
great Church of Rome, so that church 





one of the largest in the country, was 
sponsored by the Council of Churches of 
Greater Cincinnati. 

“Jesus Christ—the Light of the 
World” is the main theme of the World 
Council of Churches’ Third Assembly at 
New Delhi, India, Nov. 18-Dec. 6. 








may today be the servant of God in voic- 
ing judgment upon us,” he declared. 

Dr. Wedel, warden-emeritus of the 
College of Preachers at the cathedral, told 
the gathering that “when we look at the 
disunity of Protestantism, the Catholic 
puts the children of the Reformation to 
utter shame.”’ 

“Catholic 
church on 
tinued. 


America is 
Sunday 


still found at 


morning,” he con- 


“It still honors the Ten Commandments 
and still fears God. Can the same be said 
of Protestant America, or at least that 


large section of it which has turned half 
pagan? 
“The Pope is still a better guide to 


morals than Hollywood. Catholic America 
still believes in Christian education. Prot- 
estant America, so it seems, has aban- 
doned her schools.” 


Observing that Catholicism “still wor- 
ships one God,”’ Dr. Wedel said: 


ANY QUE 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel: Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Fred R. 
Stair, Central church, Atlanta, Ga.; I. Stuart 
McElroy, longtime South Atlantic secretary 
of the American Bible Society, now retired, 
Richmond, Va.; and James W. Clarke, Sec- 
ond church, Richmond, Va. Mr. X, a lay- 


man, speaks for laymen 
THE FIRST RELIGION 
What was the first religion and 


where is it found in the Bible? 

Sratr: The first religion was Totem- 
ism. Religion itself is defined as belief 
in some spiritual thing. When we ask 
about the “First” religion we have to 
look back into the record of the history 
of mankind. Here we find that man has 
always been religious and has always se- 
lected something outside of himself to 
worship. ‘Totemism is the making of 
some object or idol, like a tree, and wor- 
shipping this as spiritual. Totemism can 
be traced back as far as we can trace the 
historv of man. 


Mr. X: ‘“Totoism’—that is a new 
one on me. 

STAIR: Totemism. You know the to- 
tem pole that the Eskimos have and 


the Boy Scouts make. The Boy Scouts 
make totem poles! Totem poles are an 
evidence of how old religion really is. 


MAN’S SELF-DESTRUCTION 
Will God allow man to destroy him- 
self with nuclear bombs? 

CLARKE: I. should think he will. As 
we sow, we reap, and the way we have 
been behaving in the world and in Amer- 
ica during the last number of vears in- 
dicates that by the logic of events man 
can destroy himself by his own stupidity 
and sinfulness. We live in a moral uni- 
verse. 


4 


“Protestantism must at times appear to 
the Catholic as sheer polytheism—ten 
church spires in place of one and each 
separate flock worshipping a God made 
in its own denominational image.” 

“Protestantism revolted against a to- 
talitarian church. But if totalitarian 
Christianity is wrong, churchless Chisti- 
anity is even worse. Protestantism has 
come close, at times, to churchless indi- 
vidualism—every man for himself, 

“Church attendance has been taken 
lightly and the very concept of a visible 
church with sacraments and corporate 
worship has been belittled. The great def- 
inition of the Church as One, Holy, Cath- 
olic and Apostolic should not be a monop- 
oly of Rome.” 


East Germany Shows 
Marked Protestant Loss 
BERLIN (RNS)—German Protestants 
still living in the former East German 
areas now under Polish administration 


STIONS? 


“ILLEGITIMATE” CHILDREN 


If a child is born of a union that is 
not regular in all respects or if a child 
is what we call illegitimate, can that 
child enter the kingdom of heaven? 





McExroy: I feel sorry for the person 
who had that question in mind because 
he doesn’t know our Father in heaven or 
he wouldn’t have a question like that. 
God revealed his character in Jesus 
Christ. You remember how Jesus took 
the little children to himself and said, 
“Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
That revealed, I think, the heart of God. 
He was bringing the children in, and it 
wasn't a question of race or color or con- 
dition of their parents. They were 
brought in. The question before us arises 
from the Old Testament, probably about 
the time of Ezra when he was trying to 
be sure that they were all family Jews. 
The Old Testament law said that no 
bastard, no illegitimate child, shall enter 
the assembly of the Lord, not even down 
to the tenth generation. I think that was 
entirely done away with in the whole 
spirit of Jesus Christ and his teachings. 


CLARKE: I think the very simple an- 
swer to that is that there are no ille- 
gitimate children, just illegitimate par- 
ents. 


McEtroy: And to follow that up, 
Dr. Clarke, there is not one word said 
in the New Testament about illegitimate 
children, but there is more said in the 
New Testament about fornication, about 
illicit sexual relations, than in all the 
Old Testament. It is evident that the 
Christian church was up against the 
pagan civilization and it spoke out right 
straight through the New Testament say- 
ing it was the fornicators who couldn't 
get into heaven, not their children. 


have decreased from a prewar 3,000,000 
to about 50,000, or less than one-half per 
cent of the total population there, accord. 
ing to a report by Evangelical source 
here. 

While most of the Germans from these 
predominantly Protestant areas were ex. 
pelled after World War II, over 300,000 
people were repatriated by the Polish 
government to West Germany from 1955. 
59. 

The report said the bulk of German 
Protestants now left in these territories 
live in East Prussia and Upper Silesia 
and have been largely integrated into the 
Polish Lutheran Church, while small 
scattered groups in the other areas have 
still preserved a certain degree of inde- 
pendence. 

On many occasions in the past, Ger. 
man Church leaders have described the 
post-war expulsion as the severest blow 
Protestantism has suffered since the 
Counter-Reformation, and have stated 
that the German Evangelical Church in 
the Polish-occupied parts of Eastem 
Germany, once one of the most prosper- 
ing regions in the country, was a “dying 
body.” 

According to reports by church leaders, 
Protestants in the area do not have any 
pastoral leadership or a proper church 
management. Only a “primitive” reli- 
gious life is said to exist, with lay men 
and lay women leading services, religious 
classes, Bible reading groups and prayer 
meetings. 

The Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID) and its various welfare organi- 
zations are trying to keep up connections 
with the weakened parishes by sending 
worship aids for lay preachers and indi- 
vidual believers in isolated areas. They 
also have organized shipments of relief 
parcels. 

Embraced in the area is the bulk of 
the former provinces of Silesia and Pom- 
merania, parts of the province of Bran- 
denburg, and all of East Prussia, the 
northern part of which was annexed by 
the Soviet Union, and the southern part 
by Poland. 


AGITATION is an old word with a 
new meaning. Sir Robert Peel, the 
first English leader who felt himself its 
tool, defined it to be “Marshalling the 
conscience of a nation to mould its laws.” 
Parties and sects laden with the 
burden of securing their own success can- 
not afford to risk new ideas. ‘‘Predom- 
inant opinions,” said Disraeli, ‘“‘are the 
opinions of a class that is vanishing.” 
The agitator must stand outside of or- 
ganizations, with no bread to earn, no 
candidate to elect, no party to save, no 
object but truth—to tear a question open 
and riddle it with light—WeENDELL 
Puituips in The Scholar in a Republic, 
of Necessity an Agitator. 
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@ A former moderator asks some questions 


Take a Look at the Record 


N MANY QUARTERS, serious in- 

quiries are being made with regard 
to last year’s Presbyterian, U.S., statis- 
tical record, particularly in view of ex- 
tensive preparations for an evangelistic 
advance, continuing into this year and 
beyond. 

The figures for last year have appeared 
in these columns several times since they 
first became available last spring—with 
giving and membership totals at a record- 
high, a low mark was established in 
churches organized, number of candi- 
dates for the ministry, additions on pro- 
fession of faith, miscellaneous additions, 
number of adults and infants baptized. 

Acknowledging the limitations of sta- 
tistical summaries, is there any signifi- 
cance to be attached to this record? In 
a time of particular emphasis, why should 
the evidences of participation and re- 
sponse appear to be declining? 

At the recent meeting of the Board of 
Church Extension, of which the Division 
of Evangelism is part, an evening was 
spent on the matter, under the leadership 
of Marion A. Boggs, the Assembly’s 
moderator of last year. 

Dr. Boggs inquired, “What does the 
situation reveal to us about the spiritual 
condition of our church?” In seeking an 
answer, he proposed a series of questions, 
probing possible weaknesses, followed by 
a set of six affirmations of strength. He 
asked: 

Leaders vs. Members? 

1. Was our evangelistic effort con- 
fined too largely to the church’s leaders ? 
And did we fail to reach the main body 
of our church’s membership with a sense 
of evangelistic mission ? 

2. Are Presbyterians so anchored and 
solidified in their complacency that we 
have been unable to stir them awake to 
the seriousness of the church’s responsi- 
bility in these perilous times ? 

3. Are we ministers and ruling elders 
and church women sufficiently convinced 
of the imperative need and pressing ur- 
gency of evangelism ? 

4. Did our Presbyterian Mission to 
the Nation coincide with a receding tide 
of religious interest? Some have felt that 
the revival of religious interest during 
the past few years did not go deep enough 
into the hearts and consciences of our 
people and that an ebbing of the tide 
was inevitable. 

5. Has the turbulence of the times dis- 
tracted the attention of our people from 
things of the spirit? 

6. Are some people staying away from 
our churches because of the church’s 
stand on moral and ethical issues? 

7. Are our ministers so occupied with 
the multiplication of pastoral and organi- 
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zational duties that they have difficulty 
finding the time to do the work of evan- 
gelists and leading their people in evan- 
gelism? 

8. Have we Presbyterian ministers 
over-intellectualized our theology and 
have we failed to convey the message of 
God’s great reconciliation in language our 
people can understand ? 

9. Are we over-emphasizing our differ- 
ences in theology and in church polity 
and creating division, without remember- 
ing the urgent necessity of uniting our 
strength to meet the pressing evangelistic 
opportunity or our time? We can differ 
in love and humility without rending the 
robe of Christian unity. 

10. Have we been hoping for evange- 
listic effectiveness without a revitalizing 
of the church’s total life? 


Points of Strength 

1. Our church leaders recognize the 
central importance of evangelism and 
they have spiritual vitality enough to be 
concerned. Our church leaders want to 
know why we have failed and then want 
the wisdom learned of the experience to 
be wrought into a continuing program of 
evangelism. 

2. New life is stirring in the field of 
Christian education. The new Covenant 
Life Curriculum is being prepared and 
already there is eager hope and expect- 
ancy about our whole educational pro- 
gram. 

3. There is an increased interest on 
the part of the laity and in many parts 
of our church the leadership of lay people 
is wonderful to behold. 

4. There is increased interest in our 
Presbyterian and Reformed heritage. 

5. There is an increased interest in 
Biblical theology and Biblical preaching. 
More than ever in my life-time our min- 
isters are grounding their preaching in 
the Word of God and more than at any- 
time in my memory the Bible is for all 
Presbyterians the authoritative guide to 
faith and life. 

6. Our church is sound in the faith. 
Our church is giving .. . a faithful wit- 
ness on the critical moral and ethical 
issues of the time and she refuses to be 
corralled or intimidated by extremists on 
the right or on the left. 


Mistakes Can Be Remedied 

If the body is healthy wounds will 
heal, and mistakes and failures can be 
remedied. 

I believe our church is essentially 
sound and healthy and that we can 
make up for our evangelistic ineffective- 
ness. 

It may be that God is withholding 
from us the evangelistic success that we 


desire in order to humble us and send 
us to our knees. It may be that God is 
showing us by frustration that evange- 
listic success is not to be brought about 
by our bidding and by our planning, but 
by his sovereign grace and power. It 
may be that God withheld success in 
evangelism till we seek it with a deeper 
motive, not to decorate our hundred years 
of Southern Presbyterian history, but to 
add souls to the eternal kingdom. 

When we receive fewer members into 
the church it may be that God wants us 
to make better Christians of the mem- 
bers we have. God can use the faithful 
remnant when he must. And in certain 
parts of the world he may be moving in 
the direction of that necessity today. 

Our great concern, therefore, should 
not be the rising or falling of statistics 
but whether or not we are an instrument 
of God’s purpose for these times. We as 
church leaders are not responsible for 
the results of our labors, but we are re- 
sponsible for our fidelity. Our prayer 
then as we face the new century should be 
that we as Presbyterians may be made 
faithful and willing and worthy in the 
day of God’s power. 


The Board of Church Extension is 
devoting serious thought to this matter, 
looking toward further consideration at 
its February meeting. 


Bar Owners Protest 
Church Proximity 


OAKLAND, CAL. (RNS) — Here’s a 
switch: bar owners here protested the es- 
tablishment of a church in their block. 
And won! 

The unusual turn of events came when 
the Jerusalem Church of God sought a 
permit for public assembly in a building 
near two bars, two liquor stores and a 
pool hall. 

“It’s no place for a church,” said the 
bar owners. ‘‘The location is ideal,” said 
Louis Diel, a church deacon, adding: 
“We want to put God right out on the 
main street.” 

Mrs. Herman Campbell, co-owner of 
a bar separated by only a “thin” parti- 
tion from the proposed church hall, said 
that “we wouldn’t appreciate their mes- 
sage and they would not appreciate ours.” 
She added that the flock of M. L. Dozier 
would be unable to hear his sermons be- 
cause of the noise of her juke box. 

After a hearing, the church yielded to 
its more worldly neighbors and withdrew 
its application to establish next door to 
a tavern. 








@ What may be the explanation 


If There Is No Evangelistic Concern? 


I feel that our Mission to the Nation 
program failed because it was “a pro- 
gram.” Evangelism cannot be made a 
program and be effective. It must be a 
felt need in the hearts of Christians; 
Christians must feel a sincere desire to 
make Christ known before the church 
can have Christian evangelism. 

Part of the failure lies at 
the door of the ministers. It is my feel- 
ing that many of our educated ministers 
are afraid of emotionalism and thus have 
moved completely away from this area. 
We speak in such terms as “evangelism 
in the church’s total program.” I feel 
that a conversion experience is emotional, 
intellectual and volitional. To witness 
we need to have our total life touched by 
Jesus Christ: emotions, intellect and voli- 
tion. 


cause tor 


Bos BuLLARD, Blackey, Ky. 


Many men in this area were disap- 
pointed in the Crusade approach and 
even voted against a team coming to the 
area, They felt that it could have been 
different. Part of this may result from 
the fact that this is one of the fastest 
growing areas of the Assembly and new 
members are received constantly. 
some- 
where we need to generate a deeper sense 
of dedication to the total program of the 
church by ministers and laymen if we 
are to have a real 


I have a personal observation 


evangelism. 
We are too prone to become complacent 
and self-satisfied. We need the evange- 
listic approach in the parish which em- 
phasizes total commitment and not just 
the addition of names to church rolls. 
MARYLAND. 


sense of 


Total Witness 
We must look upon evangelism as 
total witness. It can have a stronger 
emphasis in our educational material. 
The problem is that people do not see 
the gospel as relevant to life’s daily 
task but only as a hope for the future 
life. Ministers, including myself, are 
going to have to evidence changed lives 
before we can communicate a changing 
gospel. 
NorTH CAROLINA. 

It is my feeling that the whole crusade 
was artificially conceived. Doesn’t the 
record of the past year indicate that ma- 
chinery alone is not sufficient? To climax 
it, we have the silly communion service 
we are supposed to use. We have a sim- 
ple but lovely service and we don’t expect 
to change just because of this insistence. 
We have ordered the service because of 
additional materials provided with it, but 
we are not using it. 

I have received it on reliable authority 
that the plans were conceived in this 
6 


Elsewhere in this issue the Presbyterian, 
U.S., Board of Church Extension is re- 
ported as deeply concerned over the lim- 
ited response indicated thus far to the 
evangelistic crusade across the church 
and the current statistical decline in 
measurable evangelistic results. 

In line with this concern, THE OUT- 
LOOK requested some 200 pastors to 
give their opinions, indicating the meas- 
ure of congregational response to and 
participation in the movement. A random 
sample was chosen, the same number 
from each area. 

No one would attempt to measure 
“‘success’’ or ‘‘failure’’ of an evangelistic 
effort, but it is possible to gauge the 
degree of participation in a program 
and one question did seek to determine 
success or failure of the crusade at that 
point. 

Among the questionnaires returned, 
some pastors provided comments which 


are quoted on these pages. None was 
asked to sign his name. 
—EDITORS. 


The committee intended to ask for 
$50,000 but it was brought out in the 
committee that this amount, if requested, 
would be reduced, so why not ask for a 
much larger sum and take what would be 
given. They asked for $500,000, I am 
told, and were shocked to learn that they 
were to receive it. Then it was their 
responsibility to find ways to spend it. 
The elaborate plan was the result.* 


Way: 


Evangelism always has a popular ap- 
peal. We believe in it and our congrega- 
tion has just concluded a program of 
person-to-person evangelism. We. shall 
continued to believe in it but we don’t 
care much for the artificial sort to which 
we have been recently exposed. 
—MARYLAND. 
*EDITORS’ NOTE—This is a grave 
error. In 1960 the Centennial Commit- 
tee had not used the full $7,500 appro- 
priated for that year. The balance was 
carried over to 1961 to be added to an 
additional $15,000. Last year the Divi- 
sion of Evangelism spent $82,218 on its 
total program. The records do not show 
how much was requested for this year. 


It was no failure; it continues effec- 
tive. Where it did fail, the minister 
didn’t catch the vision of the task. The 
Cavalcade here was a weak, insipid pro- 
gram, over-rated in promotion. The 
printed materials and audio-visuals were 
excellent. 

—VIRGINIA. 
“Celebrating Divorce’ 

We can’t get enthusiastic about cele- 
brating a divorce—a family division— 
that should have been healed in less than 


100 years. We undertook to meet the 
local situation which is not always like 


that planned in an executive office in 
another part of the country. 
—OKLAHOMA. 


In a Groove 


In an older church like ours it is very 
hard to get out of a groove and start new 
programs. It is easy to fall back into 
old ways. It takes younger people to 
put on a vigorous church program. In 
an established church, people have al- 
ready built up their expectations and 
tend to neglect further efforts to get peo- 
ple to’ take part in the work of the 
church. They give up too easily—they 
have tried before. We need an evangelist 
to spend time in a congregation to de- 
velop his special work until the people 
can really get trained in it. 

—ALABAMA. 


Who is to say in such a short season 
what succeeds or fails—or even what is 
success or failure? Remember the O. T. 
prophets and the parable of the sower 
(soils) ? 

One of the great needs of our church 
is to do some long-range thinking and 
praying. We are so anxious to get the 
house built that we just start building 
with whatever materials are ready at 
hand—and every storm and trial that 
comes along tumbles it. We do not want 
to be caught in the midst of an evange- 
listic campaign (?) with just a hole in 
the ground to show for all our work. 
Digging holes to find rock—or to remove 
the debris or the sand (eroded rock— 
perhaps even pillars) is considered as 
negative thinking, and we must think 
positively; we must build UP. 

The materials in the Presbyterian Mis- 
sion (the green book) were designed to 
help ministers and Sessions “rethink” — 
dig down for rock. That takes time and 
effort and is quite painful. In my own 
church I have tried now for more than 
a year to get my officers and some key 
members to READ some of the materials 
—I have tried to get groups to meet and 
discuss some of the ideas; we have shown 
the films, presented the matter from the 
pulpit; women’s, men’s, youth and Pi- 
oneer groups have had them presented, 
but with one voice they say, “This is 
too deep for us; we don’t understand it; 
let’s quit talking and have a revival.” 

Another reason for the lack of inter- 
est on the part of many ministers was 
the fact that the mission was tied up with 
the Centennial celebration. Many—per- 
haps most—would rather not mention the 
events that took place 100 years ago. 

Perhaps now that the old has been 
celebrated (?), we can continue along 
the lines set down by our evangelism 
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committee. . . . Our task as ministers is 
to continue to urge and encourage, with 
the assurance that God will use our ef- 
forts for his purpose—redemption and 
judgment. 
—KENTUCKY. 
I do not believe the effort has been 

a success, let alone a great success. It 

was too superficial in its approach. Let 
evangelism be more deeply entwined in 
the total witness of the church—in 

Christian education especially. 

—TENNESSEE. 
For “Other” Congregations 

The Session of this church believes 
that the recommendations of church 
courts are for other congregations. They 
do not welcome “‘new” ideas, even ideas 
which are older than the church. 

I personally would prefer more of an 
emphasis on evangelism as a long-term 
fruit of Christian living than a “this 
vear” program. This does not mean to 
lose or submerge its distinctive meaning. 
We must learn to see witness as integral 
to Christian life, but we must learn the 
New Testament meaning of witness. Un- 
fortunately, the church is too concerned 
with statistics from top to bottom. 

—MARYLAND. 


We are a new church in a growing 
area, and are in a constant evangelis- 
tic program—through visitation and 
friendship. 

—GEORGIA. 


The program was oversold in our city. 
It had the greatest publicity of anything 
the church ever sponsored and _ people 
came with great expectations. They went 
away disappointed, saying they heard 
nothing different from what they hear 
every Sunday. (However, the elders’ 
breakfast was a most inspiring occasion. ) 
As a result, we now have difficulty get- 
ting the congregation to other special 
events. People say, “We thought it 
wouldn’t be any better than the Caval- 
cade.” 

—OKLAHOMA. 


There was not enough correlation be- 
tween the Cavalcades and post-Cavalcade 
action, follow-up, witness. Also, tying 
it to the centennial year. We had diffi- 
culty in getting attendance at the mass 
meetings. Pastors also had difficulty 
adapting the study materials to the level 
of commitment of the officers. The ma- 
terial (perhaps purposely so) was lack- 
ing in depth sufficient for program and 
leadership groups to study. Without such 
study the broadening of the concept of the 
church was not possible in one mass 
meeting. 

—TEXAS. 


People do not believe in “rebirth”— 
most ministers are hazy on it themselves. 
The church is relegated to the rear com- 
partment of life, for we are basically not 
Christian. We must revive the teaching 
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elders, ruling elders, deacons in that 
order. The elders have not directed 
themselves to the task. We make paper 
resolutions but have little actual resolve 
to make them work. 

—-KENTUCKY. 


I do not feel that this evangelistic em- 
phasis has reached the zenith of its ex- 


pression in this Centennial Year, but 
has set a pattern which will be followed 
in years to come. This year has served 
mostly to interpret the program; we will 
see the results later! 

—NorTH CAROLINA. 
Excellent Results 


The results were excellent in our 





AS THE EXECUTIVES SEE IT 


Will Concern Lead to Renewal? 
By ALBERT E. DIMMOCK 


ROTESTANTS IN AMERICA are 

concerned about the dismaying decline 
in the numerical growth of our churches, 
the disturbing decrease in the number of 
candidates for the ministry and mission 
service, and the appalling advance in the 
number added to 
inactive rolls. These 
are painful indica- 
tions on the sensi- 
tive barometer of 
the spiritual health 
of our denomina- 
tion. 

Such sober facts 
force us to ask our- 
selves searching * : 
questions. Can our Mr. Dimmock 
failure to speak be due to our confusion 
of faith, to our creeping universalism, to 
our tolerance of any belief—or none at 
all? Does our lack of acquaintance with 
any unreached person reveal an excessive 
preoccupation with our own self-chosen 
respectable few, and our consequent iso- 
lation from the rest of the hungry, broken 
world? Are apathy and unconcern in- 
dications of a decaying devotional life? 
Has material prosperity blinded us to 
the desperate spiritual need of men with- 
out Christ? Is our large inactive roll a 
judgment on us for superficial evange- 
lism, shallow visits, and feeble faith? 
Are we, as some think, living in a tran- 
sition period—an ebb tide in the Chris- 
tian era when forces and values anti- 
thetic to the gospel are rampant? 

Is God Sifting? 

It is easy to give superficial answers 
and to gloss over what may well be signs 
of Divine judgment. Can it be that God 
is sifting us to determine who indeed are 
the missionary people of the missionary 
God? This much we know—he is at 
work in his world. But is he at work in 
us? Are we truly an instrument God 
can use for the redemption of his world? 

Will our distress over the lack of nu- 
merical success drive us to our knees in 
agonizing repentance and recommitment ? 
Will concern be the beginning of re- 
newal? Through the gift of his Spirit, 
this is possible. Then, renewed, we will 





MR. DIMMOCK is secretary of the division 
of evangelism of the Presbyterian, U.S., 
Board of Church Extension, Atlanta. In his 
article he is referring to the evangelistic cru- 
sade of the centennial year. 





resolve to live at the disposal of God. 
Renewed, we will perceive the boun- 
daries of our lives marked off not by our 
likes but by his love, not by our prejudice 
but by his power. Renewed, we will be 
more faithful witnesses as our surrender 
is shown in our style of life, and our 
commitment is communicated in our con- 
versation. 

The Presbyterian Mission has aroused 
and focused our concern. God can use 
it to help reverse the dismaying decline 
if with our concern he gives renewal. The 
Mission was not intended to be a short- 
term program measured in immediate re- 
sults in the annual festival of figures. 
It was designed to initiate a long-term 
Christian growth and renewal, derived 
from a deeper commitment to be the mis- 
sionary people of God. There are many 
encouraging signs. In ministers’ retreats, 
planned in most presbyteries, there are 
evidences of the presence of the living 
God. Where laymen are seriously engaged 
in Person-to-Person Evangelism, there 
has come new life. Several conferences 
among church leaders have resulted in 
prayer and rededication. There are indi- 
cations God is moving in our midst, 
working to renew his people. 


Spiritual Pioneers 


God is calling us to be spiritual pio- 
neers as we move into an America char- 
acterized by the rise of new cities and 
the spread of strip cities. He is calling 
our churches to realize they are mission 
centers whose members travel to all areas 
of the globe. He is calling our congrega- 
tions to be task forces with all the flexi- 
bility essential for the redemption of 
every man everywhere. He is calling us 
to be a community of people willingly 
drawn together in Christ in the midst 
of a people unwillingly pressed together 
by society. He is calling us to love with 
the costly love of Christ as we move into 
cities where life is woven in a web of 
indifference. He is calling us to identify 
ourselves as servants of our neighbors. 
He is calling us to proclaim in every pos- 
sible way that gospel which is the power 
of God unto salvation to every man who 
believes. He is calling us to glorify him. 
He will bring the results—not according 
to our planning or program, but by his 
power; not in keeping with our timetable, 
but on his schedule. 








congregation. Many in the church 
found Christ for the first time and 
have become committed Christians. I 
cannot see how any church that enter- 
ed into the program wholeheartedly 
could possibly fail. Let’s keep empha- 
sizing this as the main business of the 
church. 

ALFRED L. Brx_er, Bradenton, Fla. 


The crusade has not been a 
Statistics presented at the General As- 
sembly reveal this very clearly. It failed 
ministerial indifference, the 
indifference of Sessions, congregational 
indifference. Again, poor overall leader- 
ship by the Boards. 


success. 


because of 


There has been no clear definition of 
what constitutes evangelism. The litera- 
ture presented it in too narrow a sense. 
True Christian evangelism applies to all 
of life and its activities. Man, an indi- 
vidual, cannot be saved apart from the 
society in which he is set. Evangelism 
deals with the and the new 
society. 

1. We need this truth clearly stated 
in our literature and in the presentation 


new man 


@ Five steps in an advance 


by the secretaries who visit the presby- 
teries. 

2. The Cavalcade presentations were 
disappointing. Popular, over-worked 
ministers were employed, who manifestly 
did not engage in specific preparation for 
this specific crusade. Old sermons and 
addresses proved inadequate and _inef- 
fective. 

3. The presbytery preparation was 
poorly organized, with inadequate pub- 
licity through the pulpit, bulletins and 
newspapers. Our presbytery could not 
produce more than 500 people at any of 
the meetings. 

4. Lack of praver groups before and 
during. 

5. Lack of ministerial fellowship. 

6. Lack of training classes for laymen. 


—VIRGINIA. 


There is simply a general lethargy 
about visiting new and unchurched 
people. I’m just grateful that some of 
our new members and the Session do 
the amount of visiting they do. 


MARYLAND. 


Post-Centennial Program 


By R. MATTHEW LYNN 


RESBYTERIANS have 

mous for their in-fighting over most 
anvthing pertaining to church life. These 
fights seem never to have marred for long 
the purity and purpose of the church. 
Sometimes Presbyterianism seemed _ to 
split right down the middle but it was 
knit together again. The split 
caused by the Civil War has been longer 
in healing than anv other. You will hear 
a variety of rea I believe there are 
sume two that caused the 
in the first place: the vastly 
and the vastly differ- 


pattern of the South. 


been fa- 


soon 


sons 
only two, the 
Civil War 
different e 


ent sor ial 


onomk 


Disturbing Elements 
There are 
me about our continued separation 
Spiritual affinity should be more over- 
powering than the fast 
and social differences. 
While we remain a 
we attempt to believe 
UPUSA Church is also a 
. Northern Presbyterian Church. This 
is not true. This parent branch of Pres- 
bvterianism has churches in all 50 states. 
The lack of heart for the celebration 
of this Centennial testifies to our un- 
easiness about calling attention to our 
separation. Our slogans have fallen flat. 
“\ New Commitment for a New Cen- 


DR. LYNN, the pastor of the First church, 
Midland, Texas, preached the sermon from 
which this excerpt is taken on the Sunday 
marking the 100th anniversary of the sep- 
arate existence of the Presbyterian Church, 


U.S. 
8 


some things which disturb 


fading economic 


sectional church 
a* myth that the 
sectional 


tury.” The only response I’ve gotten to 
“Do we really look to another 
century of separation?’’ Our evangelism 
slogan for the Centennial is, ‘The Mis- 
sion to the Nation.” This really sounds 
silly when our General Assembly serves 
only 18 states. (Continued, next column ) 


this is, 


@ The Chicago Report (5) 


There is, however, another side of this 
coin. In the disorderly days of recon- 
struction our Presbyterian fathers in the 
South preached a sound gospel, sacrificed 
beyond anything we know to build 
churches, re-open and establish schools 
and colleges, devise practical means of 
caring for dependent children, sending 
missionaries to the frontier of America 
and to foreign countries. Though in the 
economic underprivileged area, U.S. Pres- 
byterians produced an educated ministry 
and gave, on a per capita basis, more 
generously than other denominations to 
the cause of Christ and his church. 


Challenge 


What of the future? 

1. We can accept the challenge to re- 
vitalize the spiritual life of our Presby- 
terian Church in the United States. 

2. We can provide a church and a 
ministry for our fast-growing industrial 
areas of the South. 

3. We can extend an open door and 
helping hand to our Negro and Latin- 
American neighbors who are struggling 
for sanctity in the sight of God and 
their fellowmen. 

4. We can continue, as we have in the 
past, to produce leaders and to partici- 
pate actively in the World Presbyterian 
Alliance and in the Christian ecumenical 
movement. 

5. We can prepare ourselves to be 
ready to accept, the next time our parent 
Presbyterian body extends an invitation 
to join them. 

We must never forget that we Presby- 
terians are living stones quarried from 
a people whose very life was their faith 
in God through Jesus Christ. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL SETTING FOR 
REFORMED WORSHIP 


(Continued from last week) 


The Screen 


To bar off the laity from this shrine, 
meanwhile, the middle ages had also in- 
vented the chancel screen. (Cancelli= 
lattices, screens). The basilica of early 
Christianity knew no chancel, but was 
rather designed to give architectural 
housing to the family of God, in which 
there was no radical separation of clergy 
and laity. The essence of the medieval 
chancel, in contrast, was a room screened 
from lay access. In many medieval 
churches one will find the chancel ex- 
tending one-third or one-half the way 
down the length of the building. Here 
the clergy of the chapter, or the monks, 





Copyright © by the Presbytery of Chi- 
cago, 1961. Prepared by James Hastings 
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performed their orisons while laymen 
were confined to the nave on the other 
side of the The church as a 
whole was not intended for congrega- 
tional worship. Its length made possible 
on the one hand clerical processions, 
whose chanting echoed in the high vaults, 
and on the other hand subdivisions into 
numerous chapels and prayer rooms 
where individuals and groups could wor- 
ship quite independently of each other. 
A single church might have a dozen 
altars and simultaneous masses taking 
place, each perhaps with no one present 
but the celebrant. The acoustics were 
such that a single preacher or minister 
could not have heard if he had 
tried to preach to a congregation. But 
the was in an unknown 
tongue, and the laity did not need to 
hear, the meaning for them consisted in 


screen. 
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the ceremonial, the dress, the movements; 
in effect, the ritual drama of the clergy, 
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culminating in the “elevation of the 
host.” This they could watch, over or 
through the chancel screen. 

When the Reformers freed the gospel 
of forgiveness and new life through 
Christ Jesus from the medieval over- 
srowth of saint’s-worship, relics, Mario- 
Jatry and clericalism, some architectural 
changes were involved. With the recov- 
ered sense of the corporate Body of 
Christ, multiple altars must yield to one 
congregational table. The stone coffins of 
the saints with their relics, real and 
imaginary, gave way to the table of the 
adopted brothers of Jesus the Christ in 
the new family of God. The language of 
the service was now one known to the 
people, so that they could participate di- 
rectly, instead of finding shreds of mean- 
ing in a secondary level of ceremonial 
symbolism. The people were actually 
given substantial portions of the liturgy 
themselves, as in the ancient church, as 
soon as a body of congregational hymns 
and metrical psalms could be prepared. 
Reformed worship became once again 
genuinely “common” worship, and once 
again worship “through Jesus Christ.” 


Obsolete Chancel 


When worship became really corporate 
again, rather than something done on be- 
half of the people by the clergy, the 
chancel was obsolete. Various modifica- 
tions were undertaken when Protestants 
inherited a medieval building unsuited 
for congregational worship. Sometimes the 
screen was removed, converting two rooms 
into one. Sometimes the screen was re- 
tained to shut off the chancel as useless 
and a table set up for the people in the 
nave, where the pulpit was already in- 
stalled on a side pillar. Sometimes the 
two rooms were maintained for distinct 
purposes, the nave for preaching serv- 
ices, While for communion the whole con- 
gregation moved into the chancel around 
the table. The chancel itself had no 
longer a purpose and it was simply a 
matter of making the best use of an 
architectural member which a_ church 
built for Protestant worship would never 
have developed. 

The Reformed tradition developed 
three distinct architectural arrangements 
for the Lord’s Supper. In the church of 
Strassburg a pattern was set which was 
followed widely in Switzerland, France, 
Reformed Germany, Hungary, and in 
the Church of England in its Reformed 
period before Laud. Coffin altars were 
everywhere replaced by tables, and the 
tables were set forward so that the peo- 
ple could actually gather around them at 
communion to convey the sense of the 
congregation as a household of the Lord 
about his table. The minister conducted 
the service from behind the table in the 
“basilican posture” of the early church, 
normally going up into the pulpit only 
to preach, and returning to the table for 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Thanksgiving Day, 1961 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


A PROCLAMATION 


“It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
th Lord.” 


ORE THAN three centuries ago, 

the Pilgrims, after a year of hard- 
ship and peril, humbly and reverently 
set aside a special day upon which to 
give thanks to God for their preservation 
and for the good harvest from the virgin 
soil upon which they had labored. Grave 
and unknown dangers remained. Yet by 
their faith and by their toil they had 
survived the rigors of the harsh New 
England winter. Hence they paused in 
their labors to give thanks for the bless- 
ings that had been bestowed upon them 
by Divine Providence. 

This year, as the harvest draws near 
its close and the year approaches its 
end, awesome perils again remain to be 
faced. Yet we have, as in the past, 
ample reason to be thankful for the 
abundance of our blessings. We are 
grateful for the blessings of faith and 
health and strength and for the imperish- 
able spiritual gifts of love and hope. We 
give thanks, too, for our freedom as a 
nation; for the strength of our arms and 
the faith of our friends; for the beliefs 
and confidence we share; for our deter- 
mination to stand firmly for what we 
believe to be right and to resist mightily 
what we believe to be base; and for the 
heritage of liberty bequeathed by our an- 
cestors which we are privileged to pre- 
serve for our children and our children’s 
children. 

It is right that we should be grateful 
for the plenty amidst which we live; the 
productivity of our farms, the output of 
our factories, the skill of our artisans, 
and the ingeunity of our inventors. But 
in the midst of our thanksgiving, let us 
not be unmindful of the plight of those 
in many parts of the world to whom 
hunger is no stranger and the plight of 
those millions more who live without the 





the prayers. In the Church of England 
where the shape of the chancel generally 
made it impossible to set a table cross- 
wise at the head of the chancel steps, 
the most usual custom under Queen Eliz- 
abeth and King James was that of 
setting the table lengthwise to the church 
at the front of the chancel or sometimes 
in the nave itself, and of the minister 
leading the prayers from the “north” or 
“south” side of the table. Archbishop 
Hooper, e.g., directed his clergy at 
prayers and communion to “turn his face 
toward the people.” There was a strong 
feeling, as in the ancient church, that 
there should be no ornaments on the table 
whatever save at communion. 
(Continued next week) 


blessings of liberty and freedom. With 
some we are able to share our material 
abundance through our food-for-peace 
program and through our support of the 
United Nations freedom-from-hunger 
campaign. To all we can offer the sus- 
tenance of hope that we shall not fail in 
our unceasing efforts to make this a 
peaceful and prosperous world for all 
mankind. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, JOHN F. KEN- 
NEDY, President of the United States 
of America, in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved Decem- 
ber 26, 1941, which designates the fourth 
Thursday in November of each year as 
Thanksgiving Day, do hereby proclaim 
Thursday, the twenty-third day of No- 
vember of this year, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. 

I urge all citizens to 
Thanksgiving not merely 
their labors, but rather a 
plation. I ask the head of each family 
to recount to his children the story of the 
first New England Thanksgiving, thus 
to impress upon future generations the 
heritage of this nation born in toil, in 
danger, in purpose, and in the convic- 
tion that right and justice and freedom 
can through man’s efforts persevere and 
come to fruition with the blessing of 
God. 

Let us observe this day with reverence 
and with prayer that will rekindle in us 
the will and show us the way not only 
to preserve our blessings, but also to ex- 
tend them to the four corners of the 
earth. Let us by our example, as well as 
by our material aid, assist all peoples 
of all nations who are striving to achieve 
a better life in freedom. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand and caused the Seal 
of the United States of America to be 
affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 
twenty-seventh day of October in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty- 
one, and of the independence of the 
United States of America the one hun- 
dred and eighty- 
sixth. 


make this 
a holiday from 
day of contem- 


(SEAL) 


JoHN F. KENNEDY. 
By the President: 
DEAN RUSK 
Secretary of State 





JOHN CALVIN SAID IT... 


Teachers as Learners 
“Even the best teacher must be ready 


to learn.” — Carvin, Institutes 3.2.4 
(McNeill edition) 
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EDITORIAL 


“Community Day of Rest” 


Current efforts to bring about uniform 
trading practices on Sunday should be 
understood as practical rather than re- 
ligious. 

The present upsurge of concern for 
laxity comes not from churchmen but 
from merchants. Many of them are 
doubtless also churchmen, but they are 
seeking no conformity to religious prac- 
tices or Rather, they are 
striving to have all enterprises within 
categories placed on an equitable basis. 
They simply want a day of freedom and 
rest. 

Why do they choose Sunday, then, 
which happens to be the Christian day 
of worship? It is very clear that they 
do so because, in this culture, it is the 
day when the fewest number of people 
are working, when the largest number of 
establishments are already closed. 














convictions. 


In its 8-1 opinion last summer, the 
U. S. Supreme Court ruled that a state 
can require a “community day of rest”; 
it voted 7-2 that a state can prohibit 
commercial amusements on Sunday, if 
it desires, and 6-3 that people whose 
religion prescribes another holy day can 
be restrained from engaging in business 
on the state’s prest ribed day of rest. But, 
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it was made clear, these laws cannot be 
sustained if they are specifically designed 
to enforce religious observances. 

There will doubtless be cases where it 
is difficult for church groups to exercise 
needed restraint. They will be easily jus- 
tified in supporting movements to provide 
days of rest; they can hardly be sus- 
tained if they seek legislation to protect 
or support their religious customs. Thus 
it will probably be best to let the mer- 
chants, who are most deeply involved in 
the problem, push the issue. Lawmakers 
appear to understand them and _ their 
motives far better than they do church- 
men and their reasoning. 


Evangelism Discussion 
Extensive space in this issue given to 
a discussion of evangelistic efforts re- 


flects only a part of an approach to a 
far-reaching concern of churchmen 
everywhere. Here we deal chiefly with 
the matter of enlisting total cooperation 
in a major denominational effort. 

Other aspects of the problem will come 
in for their share of attention in later 
issues when investigations now in process 
are reported. 

It will be good to have readers’ con- 
tributions for page 2—if they remember 
that brief comments have a better chance 
to be printed than longer discussions. 


PONDERABLES ... 


I attended church schools as a boy. I 
won a prize from the priest for know- 
ing the gospels by heart—Nrkira §, 
KHRUSHCHEV. 








Editonial-of-the-Weok 


Archbishop Joost de Blank, of Cape- 
town, South Africa, spoke at the recent 
general convention of the Episcopal 
Church. He expressed concern over the 
tendency of the church to wait on secu- 
lar leadership in controversial problems 
involving inescapable moral decisions. 

His address was an echo of many 
sermons and much soul searching on 
the part of Christian churches and their 
communicants. (Some churches, Protes- 
tant and Roman Catholic, have said, 
for example: ‘We will desegregate our 
schools as soon as the cities in which 
they are located have done so.” The 
question is, can Christianity expect to 
be respected as a force for good if it is 
a follower in matters involving morality 
and law, rather than a leader?) 

More and more the question is being 
posed from more and more pulpits: In 
moral and social issues, is it not the 
duty of Christianity to lead, not follow? 

Archbishop de Blank said: 

“Are we (Christians) moving quickly 
enough or are we allowing ourselves to 
be overtaken by events, so that the 


an ambulance whereas God designed it 
to act as a fire engine? Is the church 
always to go on 
have suffered in the conflagration or is 
its function to put the fire out? Is it 
enough to sit down and pass pious res- 
olutions—and then talk warily about 
precipitate action, no doubt mouthing 
such sententious phrases as ‘God’s good 
time’? We like to comfort ourselves with 
the reminder that with God a thousand 
years is a day, but forget conveniently 
that a day is also with him as a thou- 
sand years, and that what happens today 
may affect for good or ill the future 
of the world for the next 10 centuries.” 
- - 


. The religion of Communism is 





church always has to go on acting as 


helping victims who 


An Archbishop Asks Christians . . . By RALPH McGILL 


growing. It does inspire a faith and a 
dedication, the strength of which dis- 
mays and concerns all free persons of 
any sensitivity of mind and _ heart. 
Christianity, on the basis of cold sta- 
tistics, is a minority movement. 
Troubled by this, as are others, the 
Rev. Dr. Robert McCracken, in a recent 
sermon at Riverside Church, said: 
“The plain fact of the matter is that 
Christianity no longer is at the hub of 
things. The chief influence is that of 


science and its mastery of the material 
world.” 


He attributed this situation to the 
church’s “exhausting concern with sec- 
ondary—even trivial—issues, with the 
preservation programs and organizations 
and with a neglect of the factors and 
forces that are making history and 
shaping the course of the world.” 

Asserting that to make Christianity 
relevant, churches and churchmen must 
speak out forcefully on the larger issues, 
he added: 

“Christians should come right out of 
the churches and into the thick of the 
world, offering creative moral leader- 
ship. 

“There is no use setting a tepid Chris- 
tianity against a scorching paganism— 
the threat of the demonic has to be met 
with the fire of the divine.” 

These are some of the voices. 

It may well be that Archbishop de 
Blank has put it best. Is Christianity 
to wait for leadership from the city 
hall, or the state capitol before it has 
the courage to act in any time requiring 
moral decisions ? 

If so, we may expect secular forces 
to become more and more “at the hub 
of things.” 


Submitted by Edward S. King, Raleigh, N. C., from the News and Observer. 
NOTE—We are being deluged with readers’ nominations for this feature.—Editors. 
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Footnote to James 2:]-13 


SOIL FOR SNOBBERY 


BY KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“If you show snobbery, you are com- 
mitting a sin.”’—James 3:9, New English 
Bible. 


NOBS ARE EVERYWHERE, but 
aoe people are more snobbish than 
others. Like all sins, this one grows best 
where the soil and climate are most fa- 
yorable to it. This raises the question: 
What is the background of snobbery? 
What conditions produce it? What qual- 
ities or circumstances in the history back 
of a full-grown snob have been specially 
favorable to his emergence on the unfor- 
tunate scene? 

The Bible should give us a clue, for 
there have never been more insufferable 
snobs than those Jesus had to contend 
with. 

First of all, the snobs who were con- 
temporary with Jesus, his family and his 
friends, the kind Jesus denounces in 
Matthew 23 and the kind James holds 
up to view in his third chapter—these 
snobs had a superior ancestry. Not so- 
cially superior, but morally superior. 
Trace back the history of the Hebrews 
to early times, say David’s reign or even 
the much’ earlier time when the Hebrew 
tribes, barely better than barbarians, were 
pushing in from the desert rim of Pales- 
tine and making trouble for more civil- 
ized men. Ask the question, What did 
these people have that their neighbors 
did not have? They survived; their 
neighbors did not. There was something 
they had that merited survival; what 
was it? 


MPARTIAL READERS of history 

might mention three points here. First, 
these Hebrews had a much higher type 
of religion, a higher understanding of 
God, than any of their neighboring peo- 
ples. They knew that God was Creator, 
holy and just, a Spirit, playing no favor- 
ites among men. Second, these Hebrews 
were an honest people. In the Orient 
that is a rare virtue, though we of the 
Occident haven’t much reason to throw 
stones. The prophets were not in the 
habit of praising Israel; they spent much 
more time portraying the people’s faults 
and sins. But one prophet (Isaiah 63:8) 
calls them (in God’s name) “sons who 
will not deal falsely.” They promised 
the Gibeonites to spare their lives; and 
they did, even when they discovered that 
the Gibeonites had tricked them. (They 
spoiled this with an unforgiving post- 
script, but anyhow they kept their 
pledge.) Jephthah keeps his vow even 
if he never should have made it, and 
even if it cost him the one human being 
he really loved. Saul keeps his promise 
and lets Michal his daughter marry 
David, even though Saul had no love for 
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the young man. Third, those primitive 
Hebrews, though we should not care to 
have them as neighbors today, would 
have made much better neighbors than 
their contemporaries would. For the He- 
brews had a high moral standard, be- 
tween which and the standard of the 
surrounding people there really is no 
comparison. “Be ye holy, for I am holy” 
was God's word to them, and it was more 
than a slogan. 


HE HEBREWS were proud of their 

ancestry, and they had a right to be. 
This leads to another element in the soil 
that produces snobs: early arrival. By 
the time James wrote his letter, what 
might be called old-family Christians 
were beginning to have to move over in 
the pew, so to speak, to make room for 
new-family Christians. And they didn’t 
like it. A newcomer to an old church 
in a college town ventured into a seat 
at random. “Well,” said the old-timer 
when she arrived, “I guess you can sit 
here when we’re not using it. We've had 
this same pew for thirty years.” Two 
men of comparable character are not 
close friends because one of them looks 
down on the other. Christian A learned 
some ABCs of living at his mother’s knee. 
Christian B was converted only last Au- 
gust and he’s just finding out. The long- 
er we refrain from some particular sin, 
the cockier we feel about it. But it’s not 
logical; it just gets easier to be good the 
longer we practice, and besides, some 
sins we do not actually conquer; they die 
on our hands—and we take the credit for 
it. There’s no reason to be proud because 
you are higher up on the escalator than 
somebody else; and by the same token 
no sense in being proud of a virtue that 
was spanked into you at an early age. 


NOTHER ELEMENT in the soil 

-from which snobbery sprouts is 
privilege. The Hebrews who made up, 
probably, a large part of the synagogue 
crowd James was addressing, were in- 
deed a privileged people. Their privi- 
leges, according to what we read in the 
prophets, had gone to their heads. They 
supposed there was no cause for surprise 
in their being the Chosen People. Why 
shouldn't God choose them? They 
thought their being chosen was a reward, 
whereas the prophets tried to tell them it 
was not a reward but a preparation, a 
commission, a responsibility. A woman 
who gets elected president of something 
—what does she think of first? If she 
thinks about the work to be done and 
how she’s going to get people to do it, 
she'll make a good President. But if her 
first thought is of her new letterheads, 
and what she’ll wear to the inauguration, 








the voters made a mistake 
snob. 


she’s only a 


ND ONCE MORE: another ele- 

ment that feeds the roots of snob- 
bery, is false standards. Facing genuine 
Christian standards as they are held up 
before us in the Word of God, we dare 
not be snobs; but measuring ourselves 
by some other yardstick, it may not be 
so much of a trick to come out near the 
top. In the congregations James was 
thinking of, it seems the false standard 
was that most common of all—money. 
What a man or woman “contributes” to 
the church usually means how much 
money they have given. James, we gath- 
er, had seen seating arrangements based 
on clothes and jewelry. It may not have 
come to that pass among us. But it might 
be interesting to compare the average 
income of our elders with the average in 
the church; ditto for deacons. Do we 
possibly allow our choice to be influenced 
by money even when electing office-bear- 
ers in the church of God? 

These four elements are in the making 
of Presbyterians. Not that we are the 
only ones subject to the blight; but this 
is a Presbyterian talking to Presbyte- 
rians. There is no use pretending we are 
immune, no use pretending snobbery is 
no sin. Here on the eve of a centennial 
year, the Southern Presbyterian Church 
reports the lowest number of additions, 
the greatest number of losses, in five 
years. 

Good as we surely must be with all 
these advantages, could it be that we are 
more snobs than saints? 


GLASGOW MINISTER TO 
BE SCOTLAND MODERATOR 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND (RNS)—An- 
drew Neville Davidson, minister of the 
Glasgow Cathedral since 1935, was 
named here to be the next moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland. 

Made by a committee of 140 ministers 
and laymen, his nomination will be pre- 
sented to the commissioners for their ap- 
proval before the opening session of the 
1962 General Assembly on May 22. 

Dr. Davidson, 62 and married, has 
been prominent for many years in a wide 
range of church activities. He is chair- 
man of the Scottish Church’s Ecumenical 
Committee, and until 18 months ago was 
convener of the church’s powerful Church 
and Nation Committee. 

The moderator-designate went to India 
in 1957 to represent his church at the 
inauguration of the United Church of 
South India and spent the ensuing year 
visiting Church of Scotland mission cen- 
ters throughout India and Pakistan. 

He was made a chaplain to the Queen 
in 1952. During the Second World War 
he served as a chaplain to the 52nd Low- 
land Division. 
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Cleveland Conference 
Debates Welfare Needs 


CLEVELAND, OHIO (RNS) — Govern- 
ment and private agencies both have legi- 
timate and useful roles to play in meeting 
the country’s welfare needs, according to 
a report submitted here to the Second 
National Conference on the Churches 
and Social Welfare. 

It was one of 15 section reports cover- 
ing every phase of the welfare field which 
were presented as informal recommenda- 
tions. They were not acted on by the 
whole conference but will be passed on 


to councils of churches and denomina- 
tional leaders. 
“We believe,” the report said, “that 


the American people should make full 
use of their government in meeting wel- 
fare needs.” 

Government welfare programs, how- 
ever, are not to be seen as “substitutes 
for either private responsibility and acts 
of private charity or for private agencies 
established and administered by the com- 
munity or groups within the community.” 

This report was submitted to some 
2,500 representatives of 40 Protestant 
and Eastern Orthodox communions along 
with welfare experts in all fields assem- 
bled here for the conference sponsored 
by the National Council of Churches’ 
Department of Social Welfare. 

The report on the government and 
social welfare set up a “fundamental cri- 


terion” for determining whether public 
or private welfare agencies should be 
used in specific cases. 

“Which instrument,” the report asked, 
“will most adequately serve the welfare 
needs of all persons?” 

Churches should both provide welfare 
services through their own agencies and 
strengthen and support community agen- 
cies, the report continued. 

“Protestant churches will not engage 
in welfare activities for purposes of 
proselytizing or promoting the interests 
of institutional religion,’ it declared. 
“The basis of their activity should be 
compassionate concern for meeting hu- 
man need.” 

One of the government’s proper func- 
tions is to regulate all health and welfare 
services, including church-related ones, 
the report said. 

But the government ‘‘must not curtail 
or restrict cultural or religious expression 

it added. 

“Protestants should be deeply troubled 
by the instances in which government has 
determined or defined what religion is 
or how it can be practiced,” the report 
said. 


Restrictive Laws 

As an example of this practice it men- 
tioned “restrictive laws” in the field of 
child-placing. Such laws may require 
the child to be placed in a home where 
the religion is the same as that of its 


natural mother. This may mean that 
some children cannot be adopted because 
not enough homes of a particular religion 
are available. 

The report also called attention to the 
fact that some Protestant denominations 
accept grants or loans from the govern- 
ment for welfare services. The report 
warned: 

“If Protestants continue the present in- 
consistent practice, they must make up 
their minds where and how the process is 
to be stopped short of government sup- 
port of parochial education.” 

“Tax support of parochial schools is, of 
course, one possible choice for the nation.” 
“Another choice is for Protestant church- 
es to cease to use government grants 
which subsidize their welfare institutions. 
If there is another tenable position, it is 
the task of the churches as a whole and 
not just the welfare agencies to determine 
what the position is.” 


Another Plan Proposed 
For Protestant Union 


New York (RNS)—A sweeping new 
proposal for uniting all American Protes- 
tant denominations in a “union without 
uniformity” was made here by Perry E. 
Gresham, immediate past president of 
the International Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ). 

“T would propose,” Dr. Gresham said, 
“that we call together all denominational 
leaders and declare that the United 
Church of Christ in America is now in 


A DOLLAR CAN CAST A N SHADOW .... 


No Gift 1s 
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No Bequest ts 


too Modest ee 


12 


Write or phone: 





The Presbyterian Foundation, Inc. (U.S.) 


welcomes inquiries from men and women of limited means 
their dollars to live on in Christ’s name 


who wish 
to cast a long shadow 


1004 Wachovia Bank Building, Charlotte 2, North Carolina 


Telephone (Area code 704) 375-6667 


Rev. JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, Executive Director 


A. WALTON LiItTz, Associate Director and Treasurer 
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existence . . . and that we recognize that 
Christ is Lord of all, beginning with 
the church, and act accordingly.” 

The plan which stressed diversity with- 
jn unity was outlined by President Gres- 
ham of Bethany (W. Va.) College in a 
speech at Park Avenue Christian church 
here. 

Under Dr. Gresham’s plan denomina- 
tions that are now members of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches would merge 
their mission activities and such institu- 
tions as benevolent homes, publishing 
houses, and pension funds. 

Local congregations of these churches 
would be left free to “‘worship Christ in 
appropriate ways according to custom and 
preference with the glorious added sense 
of being at one with all followers of 
Christ,” he said. 

“Instead of a merger of one or two 
bodies with a pious hope of more to fol- 
low, we could accomplish the purpose at 
one bold stroke by recognizing the Lord- 
ship of Christ, the primacy of the Scrip- 
ture, the fellowship of all devout fol- 
lowers of Christ, and the genius of ‘E 
Pluribus Unum!’ ” 


° . ‘oc * 
“Our ways of worship would differ, 


and our beliefs would be diverse, but 
Christ would command us all, and our 
witness would shake the earth,” he de- 
clared. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


N. C. Baptists May Buy 
Flora Macdonald Campus 

North Carolina Baptists may succeed 
Presbyterians on the old campus of FLora 
MacbDoNaLp College in Red Springs. The 
campus, with all its buildings, has been 
offered for sale to the N. C. Baptist State 
Convention which already has seven in- 
stitutions and is seeking to expand two 
of its five junior colleges to four-year 
colleges. FLorRA MAcpONALD has been 
merged and become a part of the new St. 
AnprEWs College in Laurinburg. 





New York’s Unton Seminary has re- 
ceived 500 copies of the new Pilgrim 
Hymnal, presented in memory of Hugh 
Porter, director ‘of the School of Sacred 
Music from 1945 until his death in 1960. 
Dr. Porter and his wife were musical 
editors of the hymnal. 

ok *K * 

A vocational guidance center for Flor- 
ida young people has been opened on the 
campus of FLORIDA PRESBYTERIAN Col- 
lege. It is sponsored by the Presbyterian, 
US., Synod of Florida, offering coun- 
selling and testing sessions three week- 
ends each month for high school Presby- 
terians all over the state. 


* « « 
Distinguished Alumni Awards _pre- 
sented to three COLLEGE OF WOOSTER 


(Ohio) graduates at Homecoming went 
to Lewis F. Mayer, Cleveland, superin- 
tendent of schools in Fairview Park; 


NOVEMBER 13, 1961 


Charles E. McDermott, Akron, president 

of Blazon, Inc.; and Charles A. Dilley, 

Cleveland Heights, of the Clevite Corp. 
* Ox 

At QUEENs College (N. C.) construc- 
tion of a new residence hall to house 108 
students is underway at a cost of $348,- 
000. 

ok ok * 

At PRESBYTERIAN College (S. C.) 
scholarship opportunities are being en- 
larged, with the provision of ten grants 
ranging annually from $1,200 to $5,580 
for four years. Scholarships will pay 
from $300 to $1,395 per year and will be 
competitive. 

* 

A new ten-year objective at Davison 
College (N. C.) was announced recently 
by President D. Grier Martin to the 
college Board of Visitors in terms of 
“more than doubling Davidson’s endow- 
ment and gain in national stature as a 
college of education excellence.” Of the 
additional $15 million to put the college 
on a “guaranteed income basis,’’ $9 mil- 
lion is designated for endowment to hold 
and further strengthen the college faculty. 
It is proposed to double the present 80,- 
000 volumes in the library. Said Dr. 


Martin: “Our goal is to make Davidson 
the best college of its type—not just in 
the South, but in America. We can 
achieve this goal in the decade ahead.” 
a 

With next April 12 set as the date for 
the inauguration of President Ansley C. 
Moore at St. ANDREWs (N. C.), several 
special visits of designated groups are 
being planned: Nov. 21, public school 
administrators and counsellors through- 
out North and South Carolina; in Feb- 
ruary, business and professional men and 
women and ministers; April 11, alumni 
luncheon and address, followed by an 
afternoon symposium and concert. 


VISSER ‘T HOOFT SPEAKS TO 
42 STUDENTS AT BOSSEY 

GENEVA (RNS)—W. A. Visser ’t Hooft 
told students at the opening session of the 
Ecumenical Institute Graduate School at 
nearby Bossey that the future of the ecu- 
menical movement depends on whether it 
can be made effective at the local parish 
level. 

The general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches said that all through 
history there have been certain “energiz- 
ing centers,” often involving only a small 
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Long record of distinguished service to church and nation. Thorough 


training for life from a definitely Christian viewpoint. 


THOMAS E. GILMER, President 
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QUEENS 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees . . 
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Let us help you arrange 
for ‘first things first.” 








Virginia Trust Company 


821E. MAIN ST. pe} RICHMOND, VA. 





























13 








number of students, that have significant- 
ly influenced the church. He expressed 
the hope that the Institute will be such 
a center—a place where ideas are born 
that spread all over the world. 

Study is important, Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft 
said, not only for the students, but for 
the whole of the ecumenical movement. 

“With the great growth of the move- 
ment we face greater and more difficult 
spiritual and theological problems than 
we have faced before, and we need 
trained people who can grapple with them 
in depth,” he said. 

Enrolled in the 10th the 
graduate school are 42 students from 21 
countries and nine confessional groups 


session of 








including Presbyterian and Reformed, 
Anglican, Lutheran, United Church, 
Eastern Orthodox, Methodist, Baptists, 
and Congregational. 

Among the students are four from 
Asia, eight from Africa, 15 from Europe, 
10 from the United States, three from 
Canada, and two from South America. 

Sponsored by the WCC, the graduate 
school is also affiliated with the Univer- 
sity of Geneva where students receive 
their graduate credits for the course. 

Theme of this year’s session will be 
the study of man in the light of different 
religious traditions as well as the modern 
arts, science, and the teachings of Karl 
Marx. Man’s place in modern society 








SURPASSING 
lil 
DREAM! 


Education offers something better than the dream of the 
alchemist of old. Back in the Middle Ages, he tried to turn 


lead into gold. 


But Christian education turns money into 


prepared lives. It gives us young men and women equipped 
to meet the problems of the day and make our world better 


for all of us. 


Our colleges and seminaries need your gifts to be strength- 
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STRENGTHEN YOUR PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOLS NOW. 
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DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


with its industrialization, nationalism, 
racial problems and other changing forces 
also will be considered. 


Sherrill Calls for 
Churches to Speak Out 


CAMBRIDGE, MAss. (RNS )—Christians 
who refuse to let the church speak out 
on contemporary issues are largely to 
blame if it is not a greater influence in 
the affairs of mankind today, a co-presi- 
dent of the World Council of Churches 
said here. 

Former Presiding Bishop Henry Knox 
Sherrill of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church declared that keeping the church 
silent while allowing such groups as 
labor unions, chambers of commerce, the 
NAM and the DAR to speak is to “rele- 
gate the church to the position held by 
those under Soviet domination.” 

Bishop Sherrill asserted the Christian 
Church’s mission is “not to be popular 
at any price, not to cater to the prejudice 
and current demands of contemporary 
society, but to try bravely to interpret 
ethe teachings of Jesus to the world in 
which we live.” 

In addition to ministering to individ- 
ual Christians, he continued, the church 
also must minister to society. “In a day 
of regimentation, of the interplay of great 
social forces with hatred and _heartless- 
ness, the mission of the church is to re- 
veal the great compassion of Jesus 
Christ.” 

He stated that the greatest “impedi- 
ment” to the church and the spread of 
Christianity comes “from those of us 
who are Christians by name and profes- 
sion.” 

“The greatest difficulty within the 
church is indifference, casualness and an 
emphasis on the trivial and unimpor- 
tant,” he added. 

Commenting briefly on Christian unity, 
Bishop Sherrill observed that while the 
difficulties it faces cannot be minimized, 
“many of them are based on historical 
practices, racial origins and unimportant 
preferences.” 

“We must remember that these divi- 
sions may in the eyes of God be the 
supreme heresy,” he said. “Real progress 
will not come until all Christians of 
every name have a real passion for the 
unity of Christ’s church.” 


Peace College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 


At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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(A Good Opportunity) 


38 MORE 





\ Not $90.95 as originally priced! 
ALL 38 Not even $36.95 as priced here singly ! 
ALL 38—only $29.95 to you! 











Book remainders—several or all of which will be valuable to you. Some are in limited supply, so early orders will be fa- 
vored. Now is the time to buy gifts for Christmas, birthdays, anniversaries. Excellent for gifts for teachers and officers. 


112. RESIDUE OF DAYS. A Confession of Faith. Hugh Red- 
wood. (Macmillan, 127 pp.) A veteran journalist and evangelist 
writes a lively account of his most meaningful experiences, as a 
writer, as a worker in the slums, as a Christian. Not the least sig- 
nificant of his experiences is his “recovery from advanced cancer 
which doctors said would cause his death if he did not submit to an 
operation in (1955). These and other instances of healing are re- 
told in a quiet, impressive manner. Hugh Redwood was one of the 
personalities (others are Billy Graham and Dwight L. Moody) in 
Six Mighty Men, written by W. J. Smart. Pub. at $2.25. Only $1.00 


111. FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. Helen Norris. (Macmillan, 
63 pp.) “This is one of the freshest and most unusual bits of re- 
ligious fiction that I have read in a long time.” Chad Walsh. Pub. 
at $2.50. Only s $1.00 


113. A HISTORY OF THE SCOTTISH REFORMATION. 1. BD. 
Mackie. (Church of Scotland, 175 pp.) paper J 


110. THE COMMUNITY OF MAN. Hugh Miller. (Macmillan, 
169 pp.) An attempt to formulate a philosophy from biological con- 
cepts. One of the writer’s startling conclusions is that we must turn 
from creed and doctrine to science. Pub. at $3. Only . 


109. LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS. An Anthology of Lenten Essays. 
Ed. by Martin Caldwell. A selection of the Episcopal Book Club, 
here are ten sermons, devotional in tone and instructive in aspects 
of Lent. The theme of response and reaction—fellowship with one 
another in the fellowship of the Church, and our active response to 
God runs through the book. 144 pp. Pub. at $2.50. Only $1.00 


124. MEDITATIONS. Preston Bradley. Here are meditations to 
comfort the sick in body and spirit, courage for the fearful, hope 
for the hopeless. (W&F, 160 pp., pocket size) Pub. at $1.50 

75¢ each; or 2 for $1.00 


125. MY DAILY STRENGTH. Preston Bradley. In each medita- 
tion Dr. Bradley reafirms his abiding confidence in humanity and 
his certainty of the fulfillment of true brotherhood. (W & F, 151 
pp., pocket-size) Pub. at $1.50 75¢ each; 2 for $1.00 


126. THE ANATOMY OF SAINTS. Richardson Wright. The 
lives of four persons who most perfectly exhibit the qualities of 
saintliness—St. John the Baptist; St. Peter; St. John the Evangelist; 
and St. Mary, our Lord’s mother. Their saintliness is not a pale, 
static thing, but a courageousness in which humility, courtesy and 
humor are the prime ingredients. (Morehouse, pocket-size, 116 pp.) 


paper. Only 25¢. five for $1.00 
120. A TESTAMENT OF FAITH. G. Bromley Oxnam. (Little, 


Brown, 176 pp.) One of America’s great spiritual leaders writes 
about God, Christ, immortality, prayer, the church, forgiveness of 
sins, man. Readers will be refreshed an inspired anew to lead the 
good life. Pub. at $3.00. Only $1.00 





GIFTS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
Ages 9-16 
(For Church Libraries, too) 


WORLD-FAMOUS ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. Here is a 
pioneering departure in paperback publishing. Each 192 page 
volume contains at least forty illustrations in color. The editors 
have weeded out passages irrelevant to the basic story, long 
descriptions which slow down pace and interest. In the abridge- 
ments, no attempt has been made to rewrite; the masterful 
rhetoric and the author’s individual style has been retained. The 
editors have deleted blasphemous sentences and sequences de- 
scribing actual torture. Inspiring, fascinating collection: 


127. Package of 6 Books: MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF THE 
GREEKS, KING SOLOMON’S MINES, THRILLING EX- 
PLOITS OF ESCAPE, EXCITING WESTERN STORIES, 
GREAT MYSTERY STORIES, THE PRISONER OF ZENDA. 
Pub. at $6. Set only __ $3.50 


128. Package of 6 Books: GREAT MEN OF SCIENCE, THE 
FOUR FEATHERS, GREAT AMERICAN HEROINES, THE 
SIGN OF THE FOUR, CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS, GREAT 
ADVENTURE STORIES. Pub. at $6. Set only ------ $3.50 


(One ten-year-old boy has forgotten the appeal of 
TV and comic books in favor of these books at the 








speed of two or more a week.) 








POPULAR BOOKS FROM PREVIOUS LIST 

114. Package of 5 Books: Kagawa. Wm. Axling (Harper's, 195 
pp., paper); Toward the Conversion of England; Revival, An 
Enquiry. Max Warren. (SCM Press, 123 pp., paper); God and 
the Nations (Doubleday, paper, 128 pp.) ; Theological Issues of 
Contraception. Hugh C. Warner. (SCM Press, paper, 14 pp.). Set 
of 5 books, sale price : - 

93. DAY IS ox The Story of Bishop Otto Dibelius, F. 
D. Wentzel, ed. (C. E. Press, 222 pp. Pub. at $3.50. Only $1.00 





95. THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS AMERICA. Gerald Kennedy. 
(Harper, 175 pp.) The author deals with the demand for clear- 
headed, dedicated action, Christian vocation, etc. Pub. at $3. 
Only __-- : $1.00 











90. MY LITTLE CHURCH AROUND THE CORNER. J. H. 
Randolph Ray. 366 pp. The complete story of one of the world’s 
most famous churches. Lovely gift. Pub. at $5. Only $1.00 
89. THE SPIRIT OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY. Ronald E. 
Osborn. (Harper, 241 pp.) Winthrop S. Hudson, Past President, 
American Society of Church History, says of it: “. . . of all the 
books that are written ostensibly for the layman, this is one that I 
am sure that laymen will read with profit and appreciation.” Ideal 


gift for all church officers. Pub. at $3.75. Only $1.00 
73. CHRISTIAN AFFIRMATIONS. W. Norman Pittenger. 
Sections on Prayer, Faith, etc. Pub. at $2.50. Only $1.00 


99. BEHOLD MY GLORY. William Purcell. 160 pp. Great stories 
from the Bible accompanied by masterpieces (32 in full color) of 
such artists as Rembrandt, El Greco, Fra Angelico, etc. An excep- 
tional gift at an exceptional price. Pub. at $8.95. Sale Price $3.50 
88. SHE DID TAKE IT WITH HER. Dudley Zuver. (Harper, 
186 pp.) Pub. at $2.75. Ideal gift. Only 75¢ 





108. A TREASURY OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING. Ed. by 
George T. Eggleston. (Harcourt, Brace, 306 pp.) Stories and teach- 
ing aids for Sunday schools and parents. Here are selections from 
the writings of Fosdick, Schweitzer, Madame Chiang Kai-shek, 
Judge Medina, from Dr. Werner Keller's book on Biblical history, 
giving the fascinating story of the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls. 


“A veritable gold mine,”"—John Bonnell; “. . . fresh and original 
. a valuable aid to any teacher,’—Brooks Hays. Ideal gift for 
every teacher. Pub. at $3.95. Only $1.00 





72. THE CHURCH, POLITICS AND SOCIETY. James A. Pike 
& John W. Pyle, 159 pp. Pub. at $2.25. Only $1.00 
129. RSV Reference Bible with center column reference and con- 
cise concodance. #4807X, black genuine leather; India paper, limp 
style, round corners gold edges; ribbon marker, boxed. (List price, 
$12.50 each). Only a 

87. BOOKS THAT CHANGED OUR MINDS. Ed. by Cowley and 
Smith. 285 pp. Pub. at $3.50. Only $1.00 
97. THE TELEVISION-RADIO AUDIENCE AND RELIGION. 


Parker, Barry & Smythe. Introduction by Liston Pope. (Harper, 


464 pp.) Pub. at $6. Only $1.00 
Your satisfaction guaranteed 

i i a USE CONVENIENT ORDER FORM **°*****°°- 

OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 1161 


512 E. Main St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me the following titles from your latest list (Mini- 
mum mail order purchase: $2) 


Number of copies each: 
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Total 1960 USA Gifts 
From Churches: $23B 
NEw York (SPECIAL) — More than 


Oil two and one-half billion dollars were 


contributed in 1960 by members of 47 


Protestant and Eastern Orthodox bodies 
in the United States to their churches, 
The record total figure of $2,533,120. 
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871 highlights a report released by the thi 
Department of Stewardship and Benevo. the 
lence of the National Council of Church- ag 
es in the 41st annual publication of Ch 
“Statistics of Church Finances.” 

Benevolence, including home and for. tor 
eign missions, amounted to $458,441,044, Wr 
which is 18.1 per cent of the total. For otl 
all local congregational items and _ oper- m 
ations the sum of $2,074,479,864 is re. ha 
ported. An additional $199,963, not for 
specifically classified as either benevo- ha 
lence or congregational expense, is in- the 
cluded in the total. ap 

Twenty-three bodies in the U.S. re. pa 
ported a figure for new buildings, to- tor 
taling $369,116,718. This represents all 

, 28.7 per cent of the total of $1,285,578, try 
Your Will represents your last opportunity to 885 reported by these 23 bodies for all } na 
congregational operations and items. A is 
testify to your faith. You give your final testimony year ago, 27 bodies reported $528,104, we 
500 for new buildings. 5 
. . Of constituent bodies of the National e 

both form and substance by including some Council of Churches, the Reformed 
. Church in America, at $104.53 per mem- for 

bequest to the Lord's work. ber, and the Presbyterian Church, U.S, 
at $101.44, topped the list in giving for Ch 
_ ’ all purposes. These two communions were ing 
Many members of our Church, realizing this also highest in per-member giving fof Ch 
benevolences—the Reformed Church in the 
opportunity, have made bequests to the Board of America at $26.00 and the Presbyterian giy 
Church, U.S., at $23.77 his 
World Missions to be used in carrying the Gospel Ge 
Presbyterians, U.S., ranked 16 among hit 
to neglected areas in foreign lands. These bequests the 47 bodies, with all those ahead eX- we 
cept two having from 5,887 to 54,906 an 
. . . members. (Church of God, Ind., 132, of 
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be glad to mail you a copy of our folder on wills, a heart attack in Washington, D. C., but 
was released after some days of hos ” 
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Keep On Growing 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for November 26, 1961 
2 Timothy 1:3-14 


“Keep on growing’—in a real sense 
this is the burden of the message that 
the author of Second Timothy gives to 
young men entering upon the service of 
Christ. 

The church, through most of its his- 
tory, has attributed this letter to Paul, 
writing shortly before his death, to Tim- 
othy, his spiritual son in the faith. Many 
modern scholars hold that it could hardly 
have been written by Paul in its present 
form, though portions of the epistle may 
have come from his pen. It was written, 
they contend, by a disciple of the great 
apostle, who regarded him as the pastor 
par excellence, and the model for all pas- 
tors, ostensibly to Timothy, actually to 
all young men entering upon the minis- 
try. The letter was written in Paul’s 
name, they suggest, because the writer 
is convinced it is what Paul would say 
were he alive. 


Salutation, 1:1-2 

The letter opens according to the usual 
form of that day: 

1. The Writer: “Paul, an apostle of 
Christ Jesus by the will of God accord- 
ing to the promise of the life which is in 
Christ Jesus. . . .”” Paul claims here at 
the end of his life, as he had at the be- 
ginning of his Christian mission, that 
his apostolic authority came directly from 
God and not from men. God had chosen 
him because he had promised life to the 
world, a life realized in Jesus Christ, 
and because he needed him to tell men 
of that promise. Life is naturally em- 
phasized by a man who is face to face 
with death, and is going to exhort Tim- 
othy to face it, too (2:11-13), but the 
thought is not only of life beyond the 
grave, but of a victorious life which 
begins here and triumphs finally over 
death itself (cf. 1 Tim. 4:8). 

2. The Reader: To Timothy, my be- 
loved child. 

3. The Greeting: “God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Lord bless you and 
be merciful to you and give you peace” 
(Goodspeed). Grace is the source of all 
our blessings in Christ, that undeserved 
favor of God, of which mercy is a par- 
tial manifestation. Peace is the crown 
of all our blessings in Christ, the ulti- 
mate issue of that mercy which is the 
manifestation of his grace. “Only in his 
letters to Timothy does Paul unite these 
three luminous terms. Elsewhere he 
speaks of grace and peace, but here he 
adds mercy, and these three together 
appear to include all that Paul could 
Wish for Timothy (or anyone else) in 
this world and the next” (Erdman). 
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Thanksgiving, 1:3-5 

In Paul’s day a letter began with a 
salutation, followed by a thanksgiving, 
usually for some bit of trivia. Paul’s 
thanksgiving is loftier: “I thank God, 
whom I serve with a clear conscience, as 
did my fathers. . . .” Paul calls Tim- 
othy’s attention to this fact because he 
wishes to strengthen Timothy’s determi- 
nation to do likewise. He is an old man 
now, and his earthly labors are ended. 
As he looks back upon his life, it is of 
inestimable value to him to know that 
he has ever lived up to the very best that 
he knew. Can we say that of our own 
life in the past, or of our life now? As 
we draw near toward the end of our life 
nothing else will matter so much; noth- 
ing will so poison our happiness in later 
years as a bad conscience. 

“T thank God,” the apostle continues, 
“when I remember you, as I constantly 
do, in my prayers. When I remember the 
tears you shed I long night and day to 
see you again. . .” (Goodspeed). These 
words throw light on Paul’s devotional 
life. He prayed not only for his own 
wants, but for the wants of his friend 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 11:28-29). It reveals 
also the warmth of Timothy’s affections 
for him. Paul had many such friends, 
all bound to him with cords of steel. 

Paul thanks God for Timothy’s friend- 
ship, but even more for his faith in 
Christ. Walter Lock brings out the force 
of the verse: “And now I have a special 
ground of thankfulness in the recent re- 
minder of the sincerity of your faith, a 
faith which you have inherited, for it 
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois, 
and in your mother Eunice; aye and I 
had had many and many a proof that 
it dwells equally with you.” This re- 
minder brings Paul to the real burden 
of his letter. 

As Spence has said: 


“It seems from the general tenor of the 
epistle that Timothy was cast down deep- 
ly by the imprisonment of Paul. Timothy 
as well as the martyr himself, was con- 
scious that the end of the great and glo- 
rious career of his old master was at last 
come; and the heart of the young man 
sank, as well it might, under the prospect 
of having to fight the Lord’s battle at 
Ephesus, the famous center of Greek cul- 
ture and Oriental luxury, against enemies 
without and enemies within, alone and 
without the help of the great genius, the 
master mind, and the indomitable courage 
of the man who for a quarter of a century 
had been the guiding spirit of Gentile 
Christianity, and his dear and intimate 
friend. So now Paul, persuaded that faith 
burned in his disciple’s heart with the old 
steady flame, but knowing, too, that he 
was dispirited and heavy-hearted, was 
minded, if possible, to cheer up the faint- 


ing heart, and to inspire it with fresh 
courage to fight the Master’s fight, when 
he had left the scene.” 

The Charge 

Paul’s fundamental charge to Timothy 
is found in vs. 6: ‘“Rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you.”” The Greek word 
rendered “stir up” in the KJv literally 
means to kindle up, to fan into flame. 
Lock says its means properly, “to stir up 
smouldering embers into a living flame,”’ 
“to keep at white heat.” Paul exhorts 
Timothy specifically to stir into flame the 
gift conferred upon him by the Holy Spir- 
it at the time of his ordination, of which 
the laying on of hands was the outward 
symbol. Chrysostom, the greatest preach- 
er of the early church, brings the lesson 
home to us all, when he quotes in con- 
nection therewith, 1 Thess. 5:19: 
“Quench not the Spirit.” After all, the 
Spirit is bestowed upon all who believe 
in Christ. And it is in our hands either 
to quench this gift or else to fan it into 
flame. 

How is it with us? Does the Spirit 
burn low in our lives? Is the flame cov- 
ered with cold ashes? Does our Christian 
life bring us little joy, and stir us to 
little service? What have we done to 
quench the gift of God which is in us? 
How can we fan it into flame? In Tim- 
othy’s case timidity was to blame, and 
a predilection to take the easiest course. 
He shrank from ridicule and from la- 
borious toil. Paul strikes at the root of 
Timothy’s trouble and it may be at our 
own, in the two exhortations which fol- 
low: “Be not ashamed of testifying to 
our Lord” . . . but “take your share of 
suffering for the gospel in the power of 
God” (1:8). 

Why should Timothy put aside his 
natural timidity, his natural slothfulness, 
and stir up the gift of God which is in 
him? Or, to put it otherwise, how can 
we overcome our natural timidity and 
slothfulness ? 

Paul reminds Timothy, at the outset, 
of the faith which has come down to 
him from the past: “I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt 
first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure 
dwells in you. Hence I remind you to 
rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you... .” (1:3-6). If one has genuine 
faith in Christ, he cannot be ashamed 
to bear his witness for him; he must be 
willing to suffer hardship for the gospel. 
And surely one ought to be stimulated by 
the example of his forbears. We might 
think of our own parents, of countless 
generations of Christian ancestors, of the 
many who have died rather than deny 
the faith. 

And we have entered into their labors; 
surely we must hand on the heritage to 
those who follow after. It was the faith 
that sustained our father and our moth- 
ers; surely we ought not to be ashamed 
of it. 
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The Genius of the Gospel 


Paul goes on to remind Timothy of 
the genius of the gospel: ‘Rekindle the 
gift of God that is within you for 
God did not give us a spirit of timidity, 
but a spirit of power and love and self- 


control” (1:7). The Romans admired 
power. Their legions had marched tri- 
yroceencenncnee CLIP AND MAIL--~----------" ; 
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umphantly over a large portion of the 
civilized earth. Writing to the Christians 
in Rome, Paul had said, “I am _ not 
ashamed of the gospel: it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who 
has faith. . .” (Romans 1:16). Writing 
now to Timothy from Rome, Paul is 
reminded again of that power which is 
greater than the power of Rome, that 
power which would finally triumph over 
Rome, that power which is available to 
every believer in Christ, that power which 
the Holy Spirit is ever ready to give. 
God did not give us a spirit of timidity, 
he says, but a spirit of power—and love. 

“Without love,’ Daniel Russell re- 
minds us, “the power which our age has 
discovered and applied so marvelously 
becomes a curse.” Love guarantees that 
power will be used for the good of men. 
Without love for God and men, those 
who are worthy and also those who are 
unworthy, the power of God is not avail- 
able to us. If we have love the power 
will come. ‘For God did not give us a 
spirit of timidity but a spirit of power 
and love—and self-control.” So it reads 
in the rsv. A Christian who flies off the 
handle, who loses his temper, who speaks 
caustically or bitterly, has not vet learned 
self-control. And power without self- 
control, as also power without love is 
dangerous. Self-control enables us to 
discipline ourselves, to take ourselves in 
hand, to channel our energies in the 
right direction, to do what duty demands, 
however we may be tempted to hold back. 
And this self-control God is always 
ready to give us. “For God did not give 
us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of 
power and love and self-control.” Be- 
cause it is a gift, we need only to receive 
it; to take what God is even now seeking 
to give. “You may be rich or poor, 
learned or unlearned, influential or ob- 
scure,” says Daniel Russell, “but these 
things may well be forgotten as you ask 
yourself, ‘How completely have I laid 
hold upon God's gifts of power, love 
and self-control? How far have I, in 
all humility, projected these upon my 
fellowmen ?’ ” 


God’s Purpose 


Paul reminds Timothy, in the third 
place, of God's purpose for us in Christ. 
“God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but a spirit of power and love and a 
sound mind,” Phillips translates the pas- 
sage in his Letters to Young Churches. 

“So never be ashamed of bearing wit- 
ness to our Lord, nor of me his prisoner. 


Accept, as I do, all the hardships that 
faithfulness to the gospel entails in the 
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strength that God gives you. For he hag 
rescued us from all that is really eyjj 
and called us to a life of holiness—not 
because of any of our achievements but 
for his own purpose. Before time began 
he planned to give us in Christ the grace 
to achieve this purpose, but it is only 
since our Savior Jesus Christ has been 
revealed that the method has become ap. 
parent. For Christ has completely abol- 
ished death, and has now, through the gos. 
pel, opened to us men the shining possibili- 
ties of the life that is eternal” (1:8-10). 


God’s purpose, it would seem, is for 
Timothy to bear faithful witness to his 
Lord at whatever cost, not only in word, 
but also in conduct, not in his own 
strength, but in Christ’s strength, not 
only in life, but also in death, confident 
that when it comes it will prove to be 
only the prelude to the fuller life made 
manifest in Christ. 


Paul’s Assurance 


“For this gospel,” Paul continues, “I 
was appointed a preacher and an apostle 
and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I 
do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed. . . .”’ Paul here 
points Timothy to his own example, and 
even more to the assurance which be- 
comes ever stronger with the passing 
vears. There is much that a little child 
does not know about his father and 
mother, but he knows his father and 
mother. So there is much that we do 
not know about God, but we know him, 
or we may know him, and that knowledge 
becomes more assured as our Christian 
experience unfolds. In his eloquent fu- 
neral oration at the death of his brother, 
Robert Ingersoll, a skeptic, expressed a 
wistful hope: “We cry aloud and the 
only answer is the echo of our wailing 
cry. From the voiceless lips of the un- 
replying dead there comes no word; but 
in the night of death hope sees a star 
and listening love can hear the flutter 
of a wing.” Paul, the believer, could 
speak more confidently, and_ millions 
since have echoed his words, “I know 
whom I have believed, and I am sure 
that he is able to guard what I have 
intrusted to him for that Day.”” So Good- 
speed translates the final clause. Paul 
does not define or limit what it is that 
he has entrusted to God. It would in- 
clude his teaching, his work, his converts, 
but above all, we may believe, his life, 
which is always in God’s keeping, and 
will remain safe there even through 
death. 

Do we have this assurance now? Will 
we hold it to the end? 

Undoubtedly we shall, if only we heed 
the apostle’s exhortation: 

“Follow the pattern of the sound words 
which you have heard from me, in the 
faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; 
guard the truth that has been entrusted to 
you, by the Holy Spirit who dwells with 
in us.” 

Pee, o-. 2 " a Fa ge —. LB, , one 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Current book club selections: 

History: India, Percival Spear. Uni- 
versity of Michigan Press, $10. 

Marporo: The Will of Zeus, String- 
flow Barr. J. B. Lippincott & Co., $10. 

PASTORAL PsycHoLocy: The Context 
of Pastoral Counselling, Seward Hiltner 
& Lowell Colston, Abingdon Press, $4.50. 

Prtpir: Son of Man, Leslie Paul, E. 
P. Dutton & Co., $10. 

Reticious: Jesus the Religious Ulti- 
mate, Donald T. Rowlingson, Macmillan, 


$3.50 
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BIBLICAL AUTHORITY FOR MODERN 
PREACHING. By Charles W. F. Smith. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 176 pp., $3.50. 

Biblical, liturgical, and relevant are 
the three key words to describe preaching 
at its best, according to this author. They 
reflect his background as professor of 
New Testament at Episcopal Theological 
School in Cambridge, as an Episcopal 
minister, and as one aware of the needs 
of modern man, especially as reflected 
in contemporary literature. 

In his concern for the biblical he goes 
beyond the usual plea that preaching be 
rooted in the Scriptures by clarifying the 
nature of preaching as developed in the 
New Testament. Since ‘‘an ordered use 
of the Word of God” is essential for 
dealing with the whole gospel, he recog- 
nizes the need for some regular plan. As 
part of a liturgical communion his pref- 
erence is naturally for the Christian year, 
but members of less liturgical churches 
can find freedom as well as discipline in 
the scheme he suggests. Groping week 
by week for themes will not likely pro- 
vide a balanced diet for anyone. 

His freshest material deals with rele- 
vance, as he reflects on the increasing 
awareness of the importance of preparing 
the congreation to be fruitful listeners. 
Too many preachers focus on preparing 
the sermon but neglect the preparation of 
the listener. 

This book can expose the busy pastor 
to significant issues in contemporary dis- 
cussions of preaching, and, even better, 
it can stir him to pursue some of these 
areas of concern at greater depth. 

Wape P. Hur, Jr. 
Columbia Theological Seminary (Ga.). 


THE HERITAGE OF THE REFORMATION, 
revised and enlarged edition. By Wilhelm 
Pauck. The Free Press of Glencoe, Ill., 
Chicago. 399 pp., $6.00. 

This well-known book on the Refor- 
mation and the future of Protestantism, 
composed of essays written over a period 
of thirty years, recently out-of-print, re- 
appears carefully revised and with three 
additional chapters, the longest of which 
deals with the ministry at the time of the 
Reformation, the other two being con- 
cerned with the contributions made to 
Protestantism by Harnack (whose ap- 
proach the author highly commends) and 


NOVEMBER 13, 1961 


Barth (of whose work he is more criti- 
cal). 

Pauck is an acknowledged authority 
on the Reformation, and his eight ar- 
ticles in this field are of great value. He 
remains an unrepentant liberal, con- 
vinced that Protestantism can never re- 
turn to the authoritarian theological sys- 
tems of historical Christianity. The fu- 
ture, as he sees it, lies neither with mod- 
ern Protestantism, which “has liberated 
itself from the chains of a dead past 
with the sacrifice of religious conviction,” 
nor with neo-orthodoxy, which gives too 
much weight to theological traditions as 
found in the teachings of the Reformers, 
but with a liberalism that advances 
“beyond modernism,” appreciative, yet 
critical of the past, with a faith in divine 
revelation that does not deny the values 
of historical criticism or of scientific re- 
search, and with an ecumenical spirit 
that abrogates all theological or creedal 
absolutisms, vet remains oriented to the 
gospel of Christ. The theology that 
emerges from this movement will be both 
churchly and free, never static, ever in 
motion. 

The essays in the early portion of this 
book contribute to our understanding of 
the Reformation; those in the latter por- 
tion stimulate thought, evoke assent or 
dissent, depending on the reader’s own 
theological stance, his openness to both 
past and present. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 
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SELECTIONS FROM HIS WRITINGS 

Edited by John Dillenberger. As exciting 
now as when they were written by this 
dominant figure of the Reformation. An 
Anchor Original $1.45 


LIGHT THE DARK STREETS 
C. Kilmer Myers. The Vicar of St. Augus- 
tine’s Chapel in New York’s slums tells of 
his efforts to salvage a gang of boys. A 
Dolphin Book C193 $1.45 


TO THE GOLDEN SHORE 


Courtney Anderson. The life of Adoniram 
Judson, the first missionary. “What a 
story! . . . the unbelievable triumph of 
the Christian gospel in a hostile land.” 
—Saturday Review. A Dolphin Book 
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Frank Moore Cross, Jr. Comprehensive 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Presbyterian, U. S. 

Amos L. Wilson, Jr., from Booneville, 
Miss., to Box 1315, State College, Miss. 

Ronald A. Wilkins, 2d, from Houston, 
Texas, to Box 515, Benton, La. 

Robert Excell Fry from North Miami 
Beach, Fla., to Box 901, Black Mountain, 
N. C. 

Henry L. Reaves, Jr., from 
Ga., to Box 53, Clifton, S. C. 

Cameron D. Wallace from Lubondia, to 
B.P. 117, APCM, Luluabourg, Republic of 
the Congo, Africa. Mrs. Wallace has just 
returned from the U.S.A. to join him. 

John T. McCrea from Lake Worth, Fla., 
to the First church, 1902 Church St., 
Galveston, Texas 

Marshall B. Neil, 3d, from Hartsville, 
S. C., to the Saluda, S. C., church. 

Robert W. Childress, Jr., from 
Va., to the Gilbert, W. Va., church. 

George M. Ogilvie from Pulaski, Va., 
to the Davis Memorial church, Elkins, W. 
Va. 

T. David Jansen from the Swan Creek 
and Petersburg churches to the Highland 
River area of Lincoln Co., as evangelist 
for Columbia Presbytery, Petersburg, 
Tenn. 

Robert B. Caldwell, Denison, Iowa, will 
become pastor of the First church, Perry 
Square, Pa., Nov. 26 

Deposed by Hanover Presbytery: Jack 
W. Lawhorn, formerly of Prince George, 
Va.; and L. Richard Meeth, formerly of 
Richmond, Va 


Decatur, 


Willis, 


United Presbyterian, USA 

John N. Montgomery from Ft. Myers, 
Fla., to 2026 Chippewa Trail, Maitland, 
Fla. 

George M. Shuman from Chehalis, 
Wash., to 208 Church St., Kelso, Wash. 

Ralph W. Frost from Savannah, Ohio, 
to 731 N. Bever St., Wooster, Ohio. 

Kenneth L. Hubler, formerly of Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa, now serves the Angeles 
Mesa church, Angeles, Calif 

Roger D. Petersen from Minneapolis, 
Minn., to assistant pastor of the First 
church, Sioux City, Iowa. 

Eldridge M. McGehee from Bedford, 
Iowa, to the Kirkland, Ind., church. 

Robert L. Burnett from Wamego, Kan., 
to Trinity church, Indianola, Iowa. 


Los 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 
Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year 
women. 


college for men and 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individual 


student. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 








Edward D. Byrd from Davenport, Iowa, 
to the Hazleton, Iowa, church. 


McCormick Seminary Students 


Gaylord Brunelle, assistant pastor, 
Port Huron, Mich., First church, although 
he will not complete his seminary work 
until next May. 

Kenneth A. Burris, 203 S. Perry St., St. 
Marys, Ohio, where he serves the First 
church and also the New Salem church. 

Robert E. Schubert, 729 S. Paulina, 
Chicago 12, Ill, Westminster House, 
West Side Medical Center, interim uni- 
versity pastor. 

Richard B. Dunn, First church, S. Char- 
ter and Lafayette Sts.,- Monticello, Ill. 

Rosemary Dodson, DCE, First church, 
Box 168, Pittsford, N. Y. 

DEATHS 

Donald A. Spencer, 57, of the Hebron 
church, Pittsburgh, Pa., died in a hos- 
pital there after a brief illness Sept. 27. 
Before going to Hebron church in Penn 
Hills in 1956, Dr. Spencer was pastor in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., for ten years, with 
earlier service in the Pittsburgh area. 

Mrs. Robert E. (Roberta Butler) Swan- 
son, 25, wife of the Homeworth, Ohio, 
pastor, died Oct. 14. She was the daugh- 
ter of Vernon Butler, Muskingum Pres- 
bytery general presbyter, and brother of 
Vern W., Jr., Park Forest, Ill., pastor. 

Frederick Volbeda, 54, died at Bethes- 
da Naval Hospital Oct. 10 following a 
long illness. He had been a Presbyterian, 
U. S., minister and served as a Navy 
chaplain. 

Charles Fleming Clutter, 78, long-time 
pastor of St. James church, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., died in Frederick, Md., July 8. 
Since retirement in 1955 the Clutters 
had lived in Mt. Airy, Md. 

H & W ASSOCIATION 

Robert C. Millar, administrator of the 
Abbott Hospital, Minneapolis, is the new 
president of the National Presbyterian 
Health and Welfare Association, elected 
at the third biennial conference in Cleve- 
land, David W. Barry, New York, and 


. oe 


A four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
cost, with substantial reduction pos- 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities. 


F. A. Walker, Farmington, Mo., are vice 
presidents. 


TRINITY LECTURES 

Louis H. Evans, UPUSA ministerat 
large, will give the Willson Lectures g@ 
Trinity University, San Antonio, Texag, 
Nov. 27-30. 
DCEs 

Thelma Coker from Beattyville, Ky., tg 
the Upper Long Cane church, Abbeville 
S. C. 


Presbyterian, U.S., to 
U.C.W. New York Staff 


Claire Randall, director of the art unit 
of the department of publicity of the 
Presbyterian, U.S, 
General Council, 
Atlanta, will joim 
the New York staff 
of United Church 
Women of the Na 
tional Council ip 
January, becoming 
director of Chris. 
tian World Mis 
~ sions. 

Miss Randall Before taking her 
present work Miss Randall was, for 
some years, on the educational staff of 
the Board of World Missions in Nash+ 
ville. 

United Church Women is estimated 
to have a membership of approximately 
12,000,000 Protestant and Eastern Or 
thodox women in 2,300 state and local 
councils. 

The UCW director, Mrs. W. Mur 
doch MacLeod, was formerly on the staff 
of the Presbyterian, U.S., Board @ 
Women’s Work. 


Fine Arts Center 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 


One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, etc. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines. 


Address: President Joseph J. Copeland 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 











WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 
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